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“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 

that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 

more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain 

in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are 

like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into 

the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples.  

 

I think it’s safe to say that Spring has officially arrived.  It’s not just all the rain we’ve 

been having, the real exciting part is seeing those brand new, green leaves popping out all around 

and enjoying the blossoms in the flower beds and on the trees.  This area we live in really is 

beautiful in the Spring.  It gives you a little bit of a boost to see new life around you, doesn’t it?  

It’s invigorating to see everything turning green again.  Almost everything, anyway.  I fished this 

stick out of my yard yesterday.  It certainly isn’t green, is it?  And you don’t have to be a botanist 

to figure out why.  It isn’t green because it’s been removed from the tree and now it is dried up 

and it’s dead. 

What if this branch were still connected to a tree in my yard?  I imagine then, there would 

be little green leaves on it right now like the rest of the branches on my tree.   The only way for it 

to remain a living, useful, productive branch is to stay connected to the tree.  And that’s exactly 

the picture that Jesus lays before us today.  This morning Jesus speaks to us and says “Remain in 

Me.”  He then goes on from there to say, “Remain in Me as you are planted in Me, pruned by 

Me, and productive for Me.” 

When He says, “remain in Me,” Jesus is counting on us to remember a very basic truth.  

You can’t remain something that you never were, right?  You can’t maintain your status as a 

black-belt in karate if you never won that black-belt to begin with.  You can’t remain as a teacher 

if you never had a job as a teacher in the first place.  It’s a simple premise.  So when Jesus tells 

us to remain in Him, He says that because we are in Him.  We are members of His family.  We, 

as believers, are a part of the body of Christ.  That’s what we are and that’s what Jesus wants us 

to remain. 

Jesus is able to urge us to remain in Him because at some point in the past we were 

planted in Him.  Some of you may have remembered as I was waving my dead stick around, that 

I used that same illustration of a dead branch on Easter Sunday.  If you recall, there was a verse 

we were looking at that morning that said, When you were dead in your sins God made you 

alive with Christ (Colossians 2:13).  We were like spiritually dead branches separated from the 

vine, unable to receive nourishment from the vine and unable to produce fruit, unable to do 



anything, dead.  But the gardener found us.  He grafted us into the vine, uniting us to Jesus, 

making His death and resurrection our deaths and resurrections. He planted us in Jesus through 

our Baptisms and gave us new life through His Word, connecting us to the vine by planting faith 

in our hearts through the gospel.  God in His grace has connected you to Jesus. 

It’s nice to have connections, isn’t it?  There are different kinds of connections you can 

have with different kinds of benefits.  For example, if you know someone who works at a 

cinema, sometimes you can get in for free to see movies.  If your family member works at Target 

or Wal-Mart, you can get an employee family discount.  On Friday I went to the Tigers game in 

Baltimore with the vicar from Grace Lutheran church because he had a connection: someone 

who was able to get us free tickets.  All of those connections have good perks, but none are as 

advantageous as having a connection to Jesus.  Through Jesus we have access to the best life.  

We have a lasting peace through forgiveness; we have the benefit of having purpose and 

meaning in our lives.  We have the luxury of having a certain future in our eternal heavenly 

home.  Our connection with Jesus is priceless, so we want to heed His encouragement when He 

says, “remain in Me.” 

We can do that because we have been planted in Him, and because God continues to 

prune us.  We heard that in the first couple verses of our text: I am the true vine, and My 

Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  I’m not an expert 

when it comes to grape vines and viticulture, but from what I understand, there are two types of 

cutting that are beneficial to a vine.  One is that dead branches are cut off.   

While it’s not the most pleasant thing to consider, as we talk about the vine of Jesus, it’s 

true.  Those people who have no connection to Jesus will be cut off.  Even people who once were 

connected to Him, can lose that connection if they don’t remain connected to Him through His 

Word and Sacraments.  He spells out their fate in verse 6: If anyone does not remain in Me, he 

is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into 

the fire and burned.  Hell is a reality.  The place where those without faith go.  A place of 

eternal torture and suffering.  The fate of those with no connection to Jesus.  Connection to our 

Savior is important.  Remaining in Jesus needs to be the number one priority in our lives. 

The second kind of cutting that is beneficial to a vine is pruning living branches.  One 

branch on a grape vine is able to produce a large number of grapes, but if the branch is left alone, 

none of those grapes will be worthwhile because none of them will fully ripen, that’s how you 

get sour grapes!  By pruning some of the fruit away, the gardener is able to ensure that those 

which remain will be of higher quality and ripen faster and more completely.  Our gardener has 

done that for us.  He doesn’t just say “Remain in Me,” and then expect us to figure out how.  He 

prunes us.  He cuts away the pieces of our lives that are detrimental to us by putting our sin and 

shame to death with Jesus on the cross.  He does that so the new life He’s created in us can grow 

stronger and mature faster.  The tools He uses to do that pruning are His gospel means of grace.  

He planted us through baptism, He strengthens us through His Supper, and He uses the law and 

the gospel in His written word to show us what is right and what is wicked and to empower us to 

live according to His word.  We have at our disposal the tools we need to prune away the 

sinfulness from our lives as we stay connected to Christ. 



Now, just having a set of pruning shears in your garage won’t magically prune all your 

bushes for you, will it?  A tool is useless, unless you use it!  Just having a Bible at home won’t 

do you much good.  Walking past it on the shelf everyday won’t strengthen your connection with 

Christ, but opening it and reading it will.  Having a family devotion, reading the Bible with your 

spouse, setting aside even just 10-15 minutes a day for personal study, those things certainly will.   

If you struggle with this, you’re not alone.  Even pastors like me fight the temptation to 

crowd personal study of the Bible out of our schedules.  But as long as we’re here, it’s never too 

late to start over fresh.  Look to God for forgiveness for your past failures.  Ask Him to prune 

back temptations to neglect His Word.  Ask for His strength to continue on the right path and He 

will bless your efforts.  He will strengthen you to carry out your tasks.  Because, finally, He 

plants us and prunes us so that we can be productive.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a 

man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do 

nothing.  If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be given you.  This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be My disciples.  

A few months ago, I introduced you to our discipleship cycle which we have a reminder 

of on the poster out back on the bulletin board.  There are three parts of that cycle, corresponding 

to the three elements of our logo.  The first is Worship.  We gather here each week to be served 

by God with His gospel message reminding us that we are planted in Jesus.  Second, as Jesus’ 

disciples we Study His Word, asking Him to keep His promise to send His Holy Spirit into our 

hearts to prune us, helping us cast off the sinful actions and attitudes of our old sinful life and to 

put on the new life we’ve been planted in through Jesus. 

Finally, then, we serve.  The whole point of planting and pruning a grape vine is so that 

eventually it will produce grapes.  We can’t live our new life in Christ in a vacuum because that 

new life is about more than just us.  It’s about being more than just being a branch on the vine.  

It’s about going and sharing the love of Jesus with lives of humble service, being fruitful and 

productive branches connected to the vine, producing a harvest of fruit for our gardener.  The 

Bible tells us what those fruits will look like, Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).  Those are all words that describe 

our relationships with God and with one another.  Because finally, that’s what being a branch on 

the vine that produces fruit is about.  It’s about making connections with our God and with other 

people and helping other people get connected to God. 

God has blessed us with a beautiful creation filled with flowers, grass, and trees.  It’s 

even more beautiful now that Spring is here, and all those things are green with life again.  As 

you enjoy God’s beautiful creation over the coming weeks, remember the words that Jesus 

encouraged us with here this morning, I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 

me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  Remember 

that you are planted, and pruned, and productive because of your connection to Him.  Finally, as 

you remember His command, Remain in Me, remember also His promise: I will remain in you. 

Amen. 


