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A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  

John 13:34 

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—

the Spirit of truth…. He will guide you.  

John 14:16-17; 16:13 

It is finished. 

John 19:30 

Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.  Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you 

forgive anyone their sins, they are forgiven.  

John 20:21-23 

 

I’d like you all to think about a little phrase that I’m sure you’ve heard before: “Lord, help me 

through this.”  Imagine the circumstances under which you might hear someone give voice to those 

words.  I think it’s a prayer that people usually would associate with stress.  You might hear someone 

asking God to help them through a tax audit, a job interview, a doctors’ exam, or a month where they 

know the bills aren’t all going to get paid and it wouldn’t be that odd.  But at a more joyous occasion, 

the beginning of a birthday party, for example, the day you pay off your student loans, or a nice, sunny, 

summer afternoon, it would seem a little stranger, wouldn’t it, to hear someone under those happy 

circumstances asking for God’s help? 

It might not be as common, but it certainly wouldn’t be uncalled for would it?  It’s kind of sad, 

really, that the only time so many even think to go to God for His help is when they’re stressed out or in 

trouble.  But to God’s glory, that isn’t what happened today.  Today, the two of you are celebrating one 

of the most exciting and joyful days of your life as you join yourselves together in marriage.  And yet 

here you are with your families in a church—in God’s house—and you’re here so that you can ask Him 

as you look forward to your marriage together, “Lord, help us through this!”  

Asking for help with a new marriage is a fairly widespread practice.  One of the ways many 

couples often ask for help with their marriage is through a gift registry.  By publishing that gift registry 

list, they are essentially asking their family and friends, “Please, help us get these physical things which 

we’ll need to live our day to day lives.”  By coming to God today you’re asking, “Lord, please give us 

the spiritual things we need for our daily married life.”  I don’t believe you’re here, however, just to ask 

God for His help.  The number one reason the two of you wanted to have this ceremony as a part of a 

worship service is so that we can go to God’s Word and listen to Him as He promises you, “I will.  I will 

help you through it.”  

As we look at the Word of God today, it’s as though God is pulling back the curtain on a gift 

table over-flowing with wedding presents for the two of you.  This afternoon I just want to focus on a 



few of those gifts that we find in John chapters 13-20 where he tells us about that most important week 

when Jesus suffered and died and rose again.  The first package is wrapped up with a Scripture ribbon 

that reads: A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another (John 13:34).  Jesus gave that command on Thursday evening, the night before He died.  

When you think about it, the word “new” in that sentence might seem a bit off, especially in the context 

of a wedding gift, the piece of advice, “Love each other,” might seem like pretty standard fare.   

What made the commandment “new” when Jesus gave it to His disciples’ that week and what 

will keep it fresh for the two of you as you live out your married life together is the second thing that 

Jesus said, As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  Earlier that evening, Jesus had 

provided them with an example of His kind of love when He got up from the table and went around the 

room washing the feet of each of His disciples.  Jesus’ love, we learn from that example is humble love, 

submissive love, servant-like love.  That’s the kind of love He wants you to have, a love that puts the 

needs of others—the needs of this person standing next to you—before your own. 

Now, loving someone we understand, but loving someone so much that we consider their needs 

even before our own?  That’s not quite so easy.  In fact, on our own, as sinful human beings, it’s 

impossible.  That’s why you’re going to need the next present on the table.  This one is wrapped up with 

a Scripture ribbon that says, I will ask the Father, and He will give you another advocate to help you 

and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth…. He will guide you (John 14:16-17; 16:13). 

Jesus knew that His sinful disciples would need help carrying out His command to love one 

another just as He knows that the two of you are going to need help carrying out that command in your 

marriage.  He sends that help with His Holy Spirit, who comes to you through His Word and the 

Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion.  The two of you began even early on when you were 

dating making a practice of going together to worship God to be fed by the promises of His Word.  Keep 

it up.  And don’t stop there!  Form a habit of devotion to God’s Word on a daily basis like we talked 

about in our pre-marriage class.  There’s a whole sheet in that packet we went through with tips on how 

to do that.  Find a church up there in Michigan that the two of you can join together, where you gather 

with other Christians to be fed with the promises of God’s Word and the forgiveness and salvation that 

He offers us in the Lord’s Supper.  Every time you gather with them there or just the two of you around 

God’s Word at home, you’ll be reopening this gift that Jesus has for you today.  He’ll send His Holy 

Spirit to strengthen you so that you can continue to love each other as He has loved the two of you. 

That’s what you are about to promise to do: to be faithful to one another, loving each other just 

as Christ loved you for as long as you both shall live.  When it comes to promises, God has a perfect 

track record in keeping them; you and I and the rest of the human race don’t.  Peter’s actions that night 

serve as a pretty good case study on that.  He starts off with a promise similar to the one the two of you 

are about to make to each other.  He promises Jesus that he will be faithful to Him until death. A few 

hours later he is presented with a number of opportunities to remain true to that promise and he fails, 

over and over and over again he fails.   

Jacob, you are going to fail at keeping perfectly the promise you are about to make to Sheerine in 

the presence of God.  Sheerine, you are going to fail at keeping perfectly the promise you are about to 

make in the presence of God to Jake.  There probably won’t be a rooster crowing when it happens to 

remind you of the promise you just broke like there was that night for Peter, but you’ll hear God’s voice 

echoing the words of that first wedding present He gave you, the command which if you only followed 



it perfectly would have led to a perfectly happy marriage, Love one another as I have loved you.  

You’ll see what you’ve done, how you’ve hurt and betrayed this person that you love, how you’ve hurt 

and betrayed God, that’s when you need to pull out Jesus’ next wedding present for you.   

It’s the biggest gift on the table, but it’s got the smallest little Scripture ribbon.  All it says is this: 

It is finished (John 19:30).  Those are the words Jesus shouted from the cross after suffering hell in your 

place, settling the debt for all your broken promises to God and all of your broken promises to each 

other.  “Here is the greatest demonstration of my humble, self-sacrificing love for you,” He says, “It’s 

finished; the debt is paid.  God will remember your sins no more because I have washed them away with 

my blood and covered you with my righteousness.” 

There is no greater gift that the two of you could wish for that could bring joy to your life 

together than to know that your sins have been forgiven and you have salvation through Jesus your 

Savior.   

There is no greater gift, but there’s one that’s just as big.  It’s the gift of being able to share that 

news with one another.  That’s the last gift we’ll unwrap right now, although there are still a mountain 

of packages on the table.  This one has on its Scripture ribbon the words Jesus spoke on Easter Sunday 

when He came and appeared to the disciples after He had risen from the dead: Peace be with you!  As 

the Father has sent me, I am sending you.  Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone their 

sins, they are forgiven (John 20:21, 23). 

That’s one of my all-time favorite Scripture passages.  I love it because it shows that Jesus has a 

plan for you and a purpose you.  His plan for you, since before you were even born, was for you to be 

married to Him in perfect love.  I will dwell with you, he says, You will be my people and I will be 

your God.  That one thought is all throughout the Old Testament and the New; “They will be My people 

and I will be their God and we will dwell together forever.”  That’s why, when our sin separated us from 

God He sent His Son Jesus to reconcile us to Him, so that He could announce to us through Jesus, 

“Peace be with you.  We are back on track with my plan.  You will be my people.  I will be your God.   

We will live together forever.  Because that’s what I have accomplished.  He has brought peace between 

you and Me, between you and My heavenly Father.” 

That’s His plan, now His purpose for you is to let everyone else know about the plan.  Even if 

they’ve heard it already make sure they remember it with certainty anytime they may have cause to 

doubt it.  Nowhere will you have a greater opportunity to do that, than you will in your married life.  

Sheerine, when Jacob sins against you, you have the opportunity to share with him the incredible news 

that He is God’s dearly loved son, and that God has forgiven His sins.  Jacob, when Sheerine sins 

against you, you can do the same, announcing to her that through Jesus she is God’s dearly loved 

daughter and He has taken away her guilt. 

Those are the gifts God has for you, today on your wedding day: a command to love one another, 

the power given by the Holy Spirit through the Word and Sacraments not just to say, “I love you,” but to 

carry it out in speech and actions, the life-giving news that God loves you and has saved you by taking 

away your sins, and finally the special power and right as His children to announce that forgiveness to 

one another with those three most important words for your marriage, “I forgive you.” 

God bless you as you treasure those gifts and use them every day of your married life.  He will 

help you through it! 

Amen. 


