
 

 

Digging Deeper 
 

Connection Card “Next Steps” 
Mark them here so you don’t forget them!  

[  ]  Memorize John 15:12-13. 

[  ]  Read through the section on the Lord’s Supper in Luther’s Small   
Catechism.   

[  ]  Find a way to branch out and meet a new person this week so 
that you can start making connections with them. 

  

 

Make a list of people you already know who need strengthening in 
their faith or who still need to come to know Jesus as their Savior.  
Pray for each of them that God would use you and other Christians 
in their lives to bring them the encouragement of His saving Gospel 
message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Closing Prayer 
 

Close with prayer for the spiritual needs of your family, your 
spiritual family, and people everywhere.

 
 

 
Connection Group Homework 

For the week of May 6 – May 12 
 
 

Acts 11:19-26 
 

Easter Makes Us Friends of Jesus! 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Getting to Know Me 
 

Share a story about someone in your life whom you witnessed 
making a courageous decision to move outside their comfort zone 
in taking on a new challenge.  What did they do?  What did it cost 
them?  How did it make you feel as you witnessed it? 

 



 

 

Into the Bible 
 

Take a few minutes to skim through Acts chapters 1 – 11:18 
God’s hand was powerfully evident through the acts of the 
apostles and the members of the early church.  Share one or two 
snippets from these opening chapters that jump out at you. 
 
 
 
 

 
Read Acts 11:19-26 
What is the context of this passage which we have in front of us 
this week? 
 
 
 
 
With all the miracles and wonders recorded in the book of Acts, 
what makes this passage particularly encouraging for members of 
a congregation in 21st century Virginia? 
 
 
 
 
What special encouragement and direction can we find in the 
actions and description of Barnabas in these verses? 
 
 
 
Read Acts 11:27-30 
What further evidence did the Antioch Christians give that they 
were “friends of Jesus”? 
 
 

Connecting 
 

Read through the verses listed below.  How do they connect with 
our lesson today from Acts 11?  What longsighted vision does God 
have for the human race? 

Genesis 12:1-3 –  

Psalm 22:22-24, 27-28 –  

Isaiah 49:5-6 –  

Jeremiah 16:19-21 –  

Zechariah 2:10-11 –  

Matthew 28:18-20 –  

Acts 7:59–8:4 –  

 
Read John 15:9-17 
What does Jesus have to tell us about His friendship with us?  
What about our friendship with Him? 
 
 
 
 
Make a list of four things you can do to help show others that you 
are a friend of Jesus and let them know He wants to be their friend 
as well. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


