Morning Devotion

Evening Devotion

OPENING RESPONSE

OPENING RESPONSE

L: God, our Father, each day is a gift of Your
grace.

L: Lord Jesus, You are the light of the world,

G: Your mercies are new every morning.

L: Stay with us, for it is evening,

L: Guide our steps by the light of Your Word.

G: And the day is almost over.

G: Shield us from harm and keep us from evil.

L: Let Your light scatter the darkness.

G: The light no darkness can overcome.

L: Better than life is Your love.

G: Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen.

G: Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips.
Amen.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

L: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and
everlasting God, You have brought us safely to
this new day. Defend us with Your mighty
power, and grant that this day we neither fall
into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in
all we do, direct us to what is right in Your
sight, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

L: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works come from You. Give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments. Defend us also from the
fear of our enemies, that we may live in peace
and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ
our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

G: Amen.

G: Amen.

PRAYER FOR GRACE
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PASSION HISTORY READING

Trial Before Pilate - Luke 23:1-25

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE

Luke 23:34a (NIV)

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
2

DEVOTION – JESUS PRAYED FOR HIS ENEMIES
When Jesus was lifted up onto the cross, no doubt many of those who were present wondered at
what He might say. Would He take back His teachings in order to save His life? Would His patience
give out? Would He call down curses on those who had injured and mocked Him. Would he complain
against or, perhaps even curse and rebel against God?
Not so. In fact, the very opposite was the case. He prayed. Yes, He prayed even for His
enemies. His words flowed out of a heart filled with divine love. There was no bitterness, no anger, no
impatience towards those who condemned Him. We marvel at this as we worship and adore Him who
instead of revealing His wrath, interceded for His enemies. Tonight, on the basis of our brief text, let us
consider that Jesus prayed for His enemies.
Father, forgive them. Such was His plea. A plea for the forgiveness of all those who caused
His suffering and nailed Him to the cross. These people had committed the greatest of sins. For what
sin could be greater than to lay hands on the sinless Son of God and crucify Him? What a horrible thing
was taking place as the powers of darkness roiled with blasphemy and rage. Just the thought of the great
injustice of the moment would cause one to conclude that this Jesus, who did no wrong, who helped a
countless number of people, who patiently endured the scorn and mockery heaped upon Him before
Caiaphas and Pilate, who had been unjustly condemned to death, would finally cry out for revenge and
call down God’s just wrath on the people. But this Lamb of God knew no bitterness. Rather, He
pleaded for the people and said, Father, forgive them.
With this prayer, Jesus asked His Father to grant His enemies forgiveness, to grant them a day of
grace, so that they might recognize their evil deeds and repent of their sins. A terrible sin such as they
had committed deserved a terrible punishment. If the earth opened up to swallow alive those who
rebelled against Moses, if fire from heaven came down to consume those who sought to harm Elijah, if
bears came out of the woods to destroy forty two youth who had merely mocked Elijah, how much more
should not these men have been destroyed who performed such terrifying injustices to the only-begotten
Son of God? But yet our gracious Savior prayed, Father, forgive them.
In these words, Jesus pleaded that God would not hold them accountable for what they had done,
but that He would forgive their sins for the sake of Jesus’ perfect obedience and vicarious atonement. He
was able to plead for forgiveness for them because He was at that very moment paying for their sins
which He had taken upon Himself with every ounce of His suffering. He would bring that payment to
its completion with His impending death just as the prophet Isaiah had foretold, He bore the sins of
many and made intercession for the transgressors (Is 53:12).
Consider the prayer that Jesus cried out from the cross. Take a few minutes and write
your own prayer to the heavenly Father in response to this prayer of your Savior Jesus.
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For whom did Jesus pray when He said, Father, forgive them? First of all, the Savior prayed
for His murderers, those who had laid hands on Him and nailed Him to the cross. He prayed for those
who had cried out, Crucify Him! Crucify Him! (Lk 23:21) and who had said, His blood is on us and
on our children (Mt 27:25). He prayed for the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the law who
were the instigators of this whole affair. He prayed for Pontius Pilate who did not have the courage to
resist the demands of the people but had instead quickly condemned Him to death.
But Jesus prayed not only for those people who were immediately responsible for his death. His
prayer embraced all people—from Adam to the end of this age. That included not only the Jews of
Jesus’ day, but their ancestors of old. The Jews had been blessed by God beyond all measure. They
were the chosen people of God, the people through whom and to whom God had given the wonderful
promise of the Savior. They were the people whom Got in His grace had led out of Egypt, the land of
bondage, whom God had miraculously lead through the Red Sea, for whom God had provided food to
eat and water to drink in the wilderness when they had none, and to whom the Lord had given the land
of promise where the Messiah was to be born. And yet, so often, despite His many blessings which He
showered upon them so graciously, they rebelled against Him. They despise the statutes of the Lord;
they gave way to idolatry; they killed the prophets God sent to them. And yet even still, Jesus prayed
for them. The familiar words of our evening hymn come to mind, And though rebellious and perverse
meanwhile, Thou has not left me oft as I left Thee.
And finally, yes, as Jesus prayed on the cross for those guilty of His death, He also prayed for us.
Because of our sins we, too, are responsible. We are all the cause of His bitter sufferings and death.
We, too, have rebelled against God; we are His enemies. We have often left Him to go our own way of
sin, greed, covetousness, hatred, and jealousy. Jesus in His omniscience knew that the people around His
cross were not the only ones who had sinned against Him, but the whole human race—including you
and me—stood guilty before God and deserved His condemnation. Therefore, as the words, Father,
forgive them, passed through His lips, we have the comfort and assurance that He also prayed for us.
These words are for all, regardless of race or occupation or of age or position. Hope beams from
Calvary for the entire sinful world! There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! As
our great High Priest He offered up Himself as the all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins, the full atonement
for the sins of the world. He is also our Intercessor with the Father, the Mediator between God and man
who intercedes for sinners. Father, forgive them, He cried. Here, in these words, the love of the Savior
is so clearly demonstrated for our benefit. Jesus suffering the very pains of hell for us does not curse but
blesses and calls to his Father for our forgiveness. Surely, we have an Advocate (one who pleads for
us) with the Father—Jesus Christ the Righteous One (1 Jn 2:1).

Why do we need Jesus plea to be directed not only toward those who were present that day,
but also toward us?

What does it mean that we have Jesus as our Advocate before the Father?
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But why did He plead for sinners? Jesus prayed, Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they are doing. Once more, we get a glimpse into the heart of our Savior and the depth of His
love for sinners. In spite of what had happened to Him, the ridicule, scorn, and abuse He endured at the
hands of His enemies, Jesus pleaded for their forgiveness, because they did not know what they were
doing. Jesus pointed to the spiritual blindness and to the lack of knowledge of these people to move His
Father to have mercy upon them. No doubt the soldiers blindly carried out the orders given to them by
their superiors. It’s possible many of the people who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover were
deceived and misled by the elders, chief priests, and teachers of the law. But the members of the
Sanhedrin should have known better. Yet the Lord counted it all as ignorance. Accordingly, St. Peter
later said concerning the Jews, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is
how God fulfilled what He had foretold through all the prophets, saying that His Messiah would
suffer (Ac 3:17). Paul testified to the same truth when he wrote to the Corinthians, None of the rulers
of this age understood [God’s wisdom], for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory (1 Co 2:8).
That love, that unspeakable love for sinners who caused His suffering and death, prompted Jesus
to plead that His heavenly Father would look not upon their terrible act, but only on Him who carried
their sins to His cross. Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing.
What incredible lessons there are for us here! Each day we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive
us our sins,” and immediately add, “as we forgive those who sin against us.” This means that just as
eagerly as we desire forgiveness from our Lord, we are ready and willing to forgive our fellow man, to
show love not only to those whom we love, but also to our enemies and any who would sin against us. A
forgiving heart is part of being a Christian who has graciously received God’s pardon from every sin.
The Apostle Paul admonishes, Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you (Col 3:13).

What final, vital takeaways can we take to heart from our Savior’s prayer which He spoke
from the cross?

Closing Prayer:
O Lord, abide with us in Your grace and mercy. Forgive us our many sins and
trespasses with which we have rebelled against You. By the assurance of Your
forgiveness fill us with Your love, so that we may put away all malice and evil
thoughts and gladly and willingly forgive one another.
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION
G: O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in Your faithfulness, come to my
relief. Do not bring Your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before you.
Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. Do not hide Your face from me, for I have put my
trust in You. Show me the way I should go, for to You I lift up my soul. Teach me to do Your
will, for You are my God.
Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned
against You in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved You with my whole
heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am
deeply sorry for them.
Silence for private meditation and confession.

L: Jesus says to His people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”
His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?
G: Yes, I believe.
L: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a
dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.
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LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER

In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Amen.

In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger.
Keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please
You. Into Your hands I commend my body
and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the wicked foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all
my sins, and graciously keep me this night.
Into Your hands I commend my body and
soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the wicked foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

BLESSING

BLESSING

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to
Himself. May the power of the Lord Jesus
make us strong to do His will. May the peace of
the Lord Jesus fill our lives.

May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us:
His light to guide us,
His presence to shelter us,
His peace to unite us.

Amen.

Amen.
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