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10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 

love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, 

Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In 

fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers 

and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue 

in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 

learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 

you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may 

be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 

in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared 

in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 

instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 

suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 

discharge all the duties of your ministry.  

 

What do you want to be when you grow up?  Do you remember when people used to ask you 

that question?  Or maybe they still do if you’re at a certain point in life.  I think our answers to that 

question are often impacted by the people in our lives, people we feel close to or who we admire, love, 

or respect.  When I was growing up, for example, there were a good number of years where I thought I 

wanted to be a farmer.  That was what my Grandpa did, I loved him and enjoyed spending time with him 

on his farm so I thought maybe I would be a farmer someday.  Later I shifted to wanting to be an 

engineer of some sort like my father.  But finally, I decided that I was going to be a pastor. You see, the 

high school I went to had this program called Taste of Ministry where the senior guys, if we wanted to, 

were able to shadow a pastor for a weekend.  If I’m entirely honest, I think it was the prospect of being 

able to cut class early on Friday that was my main motivation for signing up.  But I did it, and I got 

assigned to shadow the pastor of a church in Lansing, MI called Shepherd of the Hills.  Two ladies came 

that Sunday morning neither of whom had been inside a church in decades.  After the service they asked 

the pastor if they could speak with him for a while and he asked if it was okay if I came along.   

So, there we were, the four of us, sitting in a little classroom and I listened as they poured out 

their hearts and asked all kinds of questions.  I sat there as the pastor gave a simple but profound 

explanation of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ.  I watched as their eyes lit up and their 

tears slowly went away.  As he was finishing, one of the ladies wanted a bit of clarification, “That’s it,” 

she asked, “God loves us so much that He sent Jesus to die for us; all our sins are forgiven because of 

Him; we just trust in Him and God lets us come to heaven?”  “You got it,” the pastor said.  And then the 

tears were back.  But this time they weren’t tears of frustration or guilt or fear.  They were tears of joy 

and peace.   



It was a pretty awesome moment.  And I thought, “you know, that might not be so bad, to spend 

the next few decades of my life telling people about Jesus.”  Maybe you’ve been in a comparable 

situation where you were able to witness someone at that first moment when God opened their eyes to 

see the salvation He has for them.  Maybe you can remember when you first came to know those 

awesome truths of God’s Word.  We have a good assortment of people here this morning with diverse 

backgrounds and different stories but one thing that we all have in common and that I thank God for is 

that we’ve come to know Jesus as our Savior, and we’ve seen the power of His Word at work in our 

lives and in the lives of other people.  So perhaps you aren’t a pastor like me, but I think most of you 

here are interested in telling other people about Jesus and about what He’s done for them. 

Maybe by a show of hands, how many of you here this morning would like a part of what you 

are going to be—as you grow up or as you live out the rest of your life here in this world—how many of 

you would like to be a Christian who can boldly tell other people about Jesus?  That desire is there, but 

let’s do one more.  How many of you have ever been in a situation where you had an opportunity to tell 

someone about Jesus, but you were discouraged or afraid, so you didn’t? 

I understand entirely what that feels like because I’ve been in that exact situation on more than 

one occasion.  Whether it’s a fear of what I say changing the relationship I have with someone, 

apprehension over what others might say or do if I start talking about my faith, or discouragement over 

whether what I say could really make a difference in their lives when everywhere else they turn they’re 

going to be hearing some other answer than God’s answer for the problems in their lives. 

Tim was in a similar situation.  He had come to know Jesus as his Savior.  He lived in a country 

that was predominantly non-Christian, but in recent years missionaries had started passing through his 

his home town bringing with them the good news of salvation through Jesus.  Tim’s mom came to faith 

and her mother too and they raised him to be a Christian man, teaching him God’s Word, and eventually 

he decided that He wanted to be a pastor so that, like the missionaries and the Christians He had come to 

know He could share that good news of salvation through Jesus with others.  Eventually he met some of 

those missionaries and had the opportunity to do his own “Taste of Ministry” as he set out on a massive 

mission trip with them.  Now, you would hope that that would fill him with excitement and energy for 

His future as a pastor, but later on as one of pastors he had traveled with reflected on their time together, 

he knew there was potential for a problem.  Tim had seen some incredible evidence of the power of the 

gospel at work in the hearts and lives of people.  But he had also seen plenty that was discouraging or 

even terrifying and no doubt he was starting to receive opposition of His own.   

For example, on His first visit to Timothy’s hometown of Lystra, Jews from a nearby village had 

stirred up the crowd so that they stoned that missionary named Paul until they thought he was dead and 

then dragged him out of the city and left him in a heap (Acts 14:19).  Not the most encouraging thing for 

a young man considering becoming a pastor to watch, and that was just the beginning. 

So as he’s in prison and about to be executed, Paul wrote a letter to Tim, or Timothy, to 

encourage him.  You know all about my teaching, Paul wrote, my way of life, my purpose, faith, 

patience, love, and endurance.  And, you know all about my persecutions and sufferings—what 

kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured.  Yet 

the Lord rescued me from all of them.  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and 

being deceived.  And that’s the problem, isn’t it?  We want to tell other people about Jesus but if you’re 

going to do that—if you’re going to live out a godly life in Jesus—you are going to be persecuted.  You 

probably won’t be dragged out into the streets and stoned, but those evildoers and imposters will not 

make it easy for you.  People who spread false teachings and people who have bought into false 

teachings, false philosophies and ideologies will hear what you have to say about God and His Word and 



His Son and they tell you it’s ridiculous, that you’re crazy, that you’re hateful and judgmental, and that 

the doctrine you believe in that has no place or tolerance for the lifestyles and decisions of so many is 

fundamentally flawed. 

The time will come, Paul wrote to Timothy, when people will not put up with sound doctrine.  

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say 

what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside 

to myths.  The time has come, hasn’t it?  What was true for Timothy 2000 years ago is still true today.  

People don’t want to put up with sound doctrine.  As amazing as the news is that Jesus is a loving 

Savior, accepting His salvation means admitting that I need saving.  It means confessing that I am sinful 

and that on my own, I have no hope for anything beyond this life.  Rather than listen to your “Christian 

mumbo-jumbo” a lot of people would much rather listen to someone who says “you can do whatever 

you want,” or “as long as you do your best that’s good enough.”  Their ears simply aren’t itching to 

hear, “You’re a sinner who needs a Savior.” 

So, what’s a Christian to do?  We’re tempted to give up trying.  We’re tempted, at times, to turn 

our ears to the abundance of other teachings and ideas that are floating around out there in the world.  

And so, like Timothy, we need the reminder that a veteran pastor like Paul had for a young Christian:  

As for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know 

those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 

servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

When Timothy needed encouragement, Paul pointed him to God’s Word.  Continue on in what 

you’ve learned, he says, those same ancient Scriptures that your mother and grandmother taught you (or 

that your parent, friend, or pastor taught to you).  And here’s why; continue in the teachings of the 

Scriptures for two reasons: first, because they alone are able to lead you to Jesus and to salvation.  There 

is a vast array of teachings out there that you could turn to, but the only one that leads you to salvation, 

the only one that gives you hope and peace in the midst of suffering and persecution is the good news of 

forgiveness and eternal life through Jesus.   

Second, Paul urges us to keep studying the Scriptures because they are God’s own Word, given 

to us not only to give us the peace of forgiveness and hope of salvation, but also to equip us to be God’s 

servants.  The Bible is the tool God uses to prepare us to teach others about Jesus, to correct and rebuke 

them when necessary, and to train up family and friends to live righteous lives of faith.  So when we’re 

feeling apprehensive or scared or discouraged about having that conversation with someone, the answer 

isn’t to look for something new and fresh and different.  The answer is to dig even deeper into those 

same old Scriptures you’ve been hearing for years.  That’s where God’s going to show you your 

salvation and that’s how He’s going get you ready to share it with others.  

In the presence of God, Paul continues, and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and 

the dead, and in view of His appearing and His kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; 

be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and 

careful instruction.  We want to make sure we’re prepared to tell others about Jesus despite whatever 

opposition or pushback we might face because we’re working on a limited time-table.  The people in our 

lives only have so many years to live in which they can come to know Jesus as their Savior.  You and I 

only have so many years that we’ll live where we’re able to tell them about Him.   



Eventually, all of us will be standing before the judgment seat of Jesus and we want as many as 

possible to hear along with us those wonderful words, Come, you who are blessed by My Father; take 

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world (Matthew 25:34).  

But even with the urgency of our calling as servants of God, Paul reminds us to be patient and careful in 

our instruction.  If you need a life-line or advice, feel free to call me or text me anytime, I’ll help you 

look through the Scriptures to find what to say. 

What do we want to be when we grow up?  Do we want to be people who share the gospel?  Do 

we want to be servants of God who keep our heads in all situations, and endure hardship, all while 

doing the work of evangelism?  Do we want to preach and proclaim God’s Word?  If so, then we need 

the Word to be preached to us, first.  You need to sit down with the Scriptures—God’s words to you—

hear what He has to say and let that wash over you.  Your sins are forgiven.  …poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins.  Be at peace.  The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  When 

we let God serve us with that amazing gospel message; when we let those words sink in and go to work 

in our hearts filling us with peace from all the evil and deceit of this world, you’ll soon find yourself 

wanting to do something else with that news.  You’ll want to share it with others.  And with peace of 

forgiveness in your heart and mind, you might be surprised just how easy it can be. 

Amen. 


