
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

The Third Sunday After Pentecost Winchester, VA 

Finding Freedom in Forgiveness Pastor Paul Krueger 

Made to Kneel June 10, 2018 

 
5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.  2 Meanwhile we groan, longing 

to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not 

be found naked.  4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do 

not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what 

is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very 

purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.  
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the 

body we are away from the Lord.  7 For we live by faith, not by sight.  8 We are confident, I 

say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  9 So we make 

it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.  10 For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is 

due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  

  

Over the last ten years a company called Marvel has produced a large number of super 

hero movies.  There isn’t usually a whole lot to those movies to make you stop and think.  The 

bad guys lose, the good guys win, and as far as I can tell the directors’ main goal is for the 

viewers to have fun, without having to get too intellectually involved.  But there is one scene 

from Marvel’s 2012 film The Avengers that I went back and rewatched a couple of times.  The 

villain of the film uses fear and intimidation to force a large crowd of people to kneel before him.  

Then he says, “Isn’t this simpler?  Isn’t this your natural state?  It’s an unspoken truth of 

humanity that you crave subjugation.  The bright lure of freedom diminishes your life’s joy in a 

mad scramble for power.  For identity.  You were made to be ruled.  In the end, you will always 

kneel.”   

What got me thinking when I saw that scene was a simple question.  Is the bad guy right?  

Is there some truth to what he was saying?  It reminded me of passages like Philippians 2 where 

Paul writes that God exalted [Jesus]… so that at [His name] every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ 

is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11).  Or Luther’s explanation to the second article of the Creed where 

he says that everything God did through the life and death and resurrection of Jesus He did so 

that I should belong to Him and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 

So, yes, we were made to be ruled.  We were made to kneel.  We were made to serve—

not some made up power hungry bad guy from a super hero movie—we were made to serve the 

one, true, loving and holy God.  One of the awesome mysteries that Scripture reveals to us is that 

when God reconciles us to Himself through Jesus and brings us under His rule, that’s when we 

truly become free.  That doesn’t make sense in the eyes of a lot of people.  They see “freedom” 

as the power to make your own choices and choose your own goals.  But as the villain in the 

movie pointed out, that doesn’t always work that well.  On our own, humans aren’t historically 



all that great at making choices.  We saw the prime example of that in our Old Testament lesson.  

Adam and Eve thought that they were embracing freedom.  Their goal was to do what seemed 

pleasing and desirable, but they soon discovered that it was nowhere near as liberating as serving 

God had been. In fact, it was quite the opposite. 

What is your goal in life?  Is it to please yourself, to please your spouse, your kids, your 

boss, or God?  No matter what it is we’re doing at any given time, it’s always going to be in 

service to someone or something.  In the section of Scripture we’re going to look at today, from 

2 Corinthians chapter 5, the Apostle Paul helps us to see why we would want our life’s goal to be 

serving God. 

He does that by talking about our lives here on earth as lives lived in tents.  It’s getting to 

be camping season or at least it would be if it ever stopped raining...  Today, a lot of people have 

big, fancy campers or swanky cabins that they stay in and they call it camping, but there are still 

some folks out there that go very rustic and camp in tents.  Our summer youth camp which is 

coming up at the end of next month is a tent camp.  I like camping in a tent, it can be kind of fun. 

But I don’t think I would want to live in one permanently. When it gets too cold or hot it isn’t all 

that pleasant.  If it gets stormy and rainy it can be downright miserable. Tents are weak and 

fragile, and they aren’t meant to be a permanent dwelling.  

The apostle Paul refers to our lives here on earth with the picture of a tent. What he’s 

saying is that our bodies and our earthly lives won’t last.  We’re weak and fragile.  Our life here 

is the very definition of something that is temporary.  Thankfully, we know that there is more 

than this life.  The Bible tells us of God’s plan to restore us to the perfect relationship that He 

had with Adam and Eve at Creation so that we can live forever with Him as our loving God and 

we as His faithful servants.  Scripture tells us of the eternal home we have with God in heaven.  

As Paul puts it, We know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.  Isn’t that an 

awesome reminder?  Whenever this life here on earth—this temporary earthly tent—is taken 

away from us, we have something better in store.  We have a life that will never be taken away 

and a permanent home–and eternal house in heaven.  It’s the home that Jesus has won for us with 

His life and death and resurrection.  An inheritance that will never perish, spoil, or fade and a 

mansion with many rooms that He is readying for us. 

Paul wants us to consider how much better that life will be than the life we have now. For 

now, he says, Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 

because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we 

groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  What is life like here 

on this sinful earth?  Does Paul describe it accurately when he says, “we groan and are 

burdened?”  When we get sick, when our bodies get older and we start to feel the aches and 

pains, when we have to say goodbye to the ones we love those words are pretty accurate, aren’t 

they? 

They’re also pretty accurate when we sin.  Like Adam and Eve in our Old Testament 

lesson, we know when we’ve sinned.  We know from our consciences when we’ve made the 

choice to serve our own interests instead of those of our holy and loving God.  And we know 

from God’s law that doing that forfeits our place in His eternal plan for us.  When we sin, we’re 



burdened with shame over what we’ve done and fear of what the consequences for those deeds 

will be.   

That’s when God comes to us just like He came to Adam and Eve and He points us to 

Jesus.  He tells us how He has made it possible for us to be restored to a perfect relationship with 

Him by sending His Son to live a life of perfect obedience which He credits to us, and to bear the 

punishment for our sins.  And that’s just the beginning, Paul tells us!  Sometimes I think we 

forget what the real message of the Bible is.  We might say that the main focus of what God has 

to tell us here is that our sins are forgiven because of what Jesus has done for us.  But that’s 

simply the means to an end.  God sent Jesus to reconcile us to Him so that we could live with 

Him forever.  He did it so that we could serve Him as our Lord and God and receive all the 

benefits of life in His kingdom.  He did it so that even as our temporary lives in this world draw 

closer to their end, we can have the certain hope of a heavenly body and a heavenly home that 

will never go away. 

God sends His Holy Spirit to create faith in our hearts through the gospel as a deposit, 

guaranteeing what is to come.  So we know, this life, is not the end.  There is a life which I 

have not yet seen that I know my God has prepared for me because that is what He promises me 

in His Word.  He’s made that life possible by sending His Son to reconcile me to Him.  So… 

what?  What can we do now with this temporary life, while it lasts?  Verse 9 gives us the answer: 

we make it our goal to please Him—to serve Him. 

We may enjoy our “earthly tents” for a while when it isn’t too stormy and when 

everything in life is going fairly well, but it would be shortsighted to not see these earthly lives 

as temporary.  It’s shortsighted to despair over what we have or don’t have now when we’ve 

been promised the never-ending glory of life in God’s heavenly kingdom.  It’s shortsighted to 

live for ourselves when only what is done for God will last.  That is why He teaches us this 

valuable lesson again today that there is more to life than this!  

We were made to be ruled.  We were made to kneel and to serve.  But not in the way that 

the bad guy in that movie meant.  We weren’t made be ruled by someone who would use fear to 

drive us into submission or who would use our service simply to bolster his own power.  We 

were made to serve God in an awesome and beautiful relationship, not out of fear, but out of 

love.  Out of love for all that He has done for us in creating and preserving us.  Out of love for 

the forgiveness He won for us through Jesus Christ His Son.  Out of love for the everlasting life 

He has prepared for us, together forever with our Lord.  May God give us the strength to serve 

faithfully throughout these temporary lives until the day we kneel before Him in that heavenly 

home!  

Amen. 

 

 


