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Romans 3:21 – 25, 27, 28            22 June, 2014 

Pastor Arthur Faught 
“There is no difference …” (Ro 3:22). 

Ah, I’d like to disagree with that statement. 

I think there is a difference between me and a lot of people. 

But let’s skip the big-ticket items that people usually advertise to display 
their value: I haven’t murdered anyone, either.  If that’s all it takes to be perfect – 

well, then the bar is set pretty low. I mean, come on! By not committing an act so 

flagrantly against well-known and accepted mores that even hardened criminals 

recognize, though they don’t necessarily adhere to – and that disqualifies them, 

of course – I can consider myself a good person?  If you and I are going to talk 

seriously about being good, let alone about being perfect, then it stands to reason 

it’s going to be stricter than that. Because goodness is a quality that doesn’t show 

itself here and there a little bit at a time but affects the whole person and lifestyle.  

It’s a characteristic that covers everything all the time. 

You can’t pick and choose what’s good about you and offer up that. 

You are or you are not good. 

Look at it this way: You may have noticed black smudges or freckles on 
the service folder. Not on all the pages but on a couple for most copies, as I recall 

while I folded them.  If that keeps up, I suppose we will need to have a technician 

come and clean the copier – or replace the toner cartridge and see if that solves it. 

Whoops! I apologize. I’ve made an assumption about you.  Perhaps, you 

think these copies are good enough.  And to a certain extent, I’d agree.  The specs 

of ink seem to stay to the side of the page, usually in a small cluster.  Thankfully, 

they don’t make the service folder unreadable – at all, really.  Ya, it looks sloppy, 

but it doesn’t affect what you need to read or sing this morning.  So, let’s not get 

carried away here: it isn’t that big of a problem. 

OK, I’m sorry … there I go again, making assumptions, by labeling this 

a “problem”!  I should ask you first: Do you think these copies as is are good? 
If you think so, you let me know after worship and I won’t contact Pifer 

about it.  But, if you think these copies are bad – 

Don’t try to ride the fence here.  I know that I said before that you might 

consider the copies today “good enough.” In reality there’s no such thing as good 

enough. That truth is staring at you right in the face on paper!  Either the church’s 

copier is working as it should or it isn’t. You can’t have an in-between; otherwise 

your standards mean nothing not to mention your discernment is useless, because 

they can always shift whichever way the wind blows, as Jesus described. 

How else can I put it?  Either black smudges are supposed to be there or 

they aren’t.  Either it’s a good copy, that I don’t have anything to worry about, let 

alone have to have fixed, or it isn’t.  And, if it’s not good, then it’s bad. 

Friends, do you see what happens when people – you and me included – 
try to superimpose a sliding scale of goodness onto our lives? 

Honestly, I hope that you didn’t take me too seriously when I first began 

this sermon about there being a difference between me and a lot of people.  In 

view of the passage from Romans I quoted, my words should have grated on your 

ears.  If not, perhaps you gave me the benefit of the doubt or were waiting to see 

where exactly I was going.  Either way, I appreciate your patience. 

Yet what I said at that time made sense, didn’t it? It didn’t sound all bad, 

right?  I wasn’t lying, when I said that I hadn’t murdered anyone, which does 

make a distinction between me and a lot of people on death row today.  But the 
question you and I need to ask ourselves, when that kind of thinking starts to tip 

the scales in our favor, so we believe, is whether or not such a difference makes 

any difference to God.  You and I can compare ourselves to any Joe or Jane out 

there or even to each other.  We can compare ourselves now to ourselves in the 

past or, hypothetically, to ourselves in the future, the kind of people we’d like to 

become.  But again, does that matter to God? 

No, it doesn’t, because it’s the wrong comparison. 

Frankly, you’re not good, unless you’re like God. 

God set himself as the standard of living in the Old Testament: “Be holy 

because I, the LORD your God, am holy” (Lv 19:2).  And he didn’t change it in 

the New Testament: “Be perfect therefore as your heavenly Father is perfect” 

(Mt 5:48).  That’s to say … 
There is no difference. 

And it’s never going to be different, because God is eternal.  And so, he 

was and is and will forever be holy, the quality–the standard–against which you 

and I and all people are judged.  To talk about goodness, then, without God in the 

conversation isn’t only a waste of time but worse: deadly self-deception. Because 

the evil you and I are capable of we have done and continue to do. 

As a husband I don’t always care. 

As a father I won’t always be right. 

As a son I haven’t always obeyed. 

As a pastor I’m not always faithful. 

What truly defies belief is how any of us can think that we’re still good 
people, when the daily evidence of our sin surrounds and shouts at us! 

How did God put it?  “There is no difference, for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God” (Ro 3:22, 23).  God doesn’t allow us to have any 

wiggle room but binds us to the truth, because it’s the only way we see who we 

truly are and, more importantly, who he truly is: 

A righteous God who justifies. 

You see, I haven’t read the whole sentence yet: “There is no difference, 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (v22 – 24). 

It says something about society, when the word justify more often than 

not calls to mind excuses or rationalizations people give in their own defense, to 

cover up or pass along their guilt.  That’s nothing new, though.  You may recall 
an expert in the law wanted to justify himself before Jesus by asking who exactly 

was his neighbor he needed to love.  That prompted Jesus to speak the parable of 

the Good Samaritan.  But, whenever God uses the word justify, he’s not making 
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any excuses at all – nothing like that.  He sees our sin for what it is.  Instead, God 

is making a statement about his goodness, about his grace. 

With God, there is no difference.  He created each of us and continues to 

give us breath and life to this day.  God doesn’t love and care about some people 

more and others less, because he gave a soul and body to every single person on 

the face of the planet.  Jonah didn’t think so.  He thought God should favor Israel 
and burn Nineveh to the ground – an attitude that threatened to destroy Jonah’s 

faith and eternity.  Remember how John 3:16 starts out: “God so loved the world 

…”?  Everyone’s included!  However, because “all have sinned and fall short” 

of God’s perfect requirements – no one’s excluded – God is the only one able and 

willing to do something about our sin.  And he does: he justifies all us sinners. 

Even now when I hear that because of the way we tend to use that word, 

I naturally think God’s not going to hold my sin against me, because I could not 

help it – I was born sinful; or because I didn’t know how one sin would lead to 

another; or because, try as I may, I will never get it right as he demands.  How 

could God hold me accountable then?  The only reason I even think that way is 

because I’m focusing on myself, looking to justify – make excuses for – myself 

before God which is completely godless. That has nothing to do with justification 
as God reveals it in the Bible!  It’s all about his grace! 

God justifies me not because he ignores my sin but in fact punished it. 

God justifies me not because I make a promise but because he pardons. 

Justice–that’s an easy way to remember justification.  And the Holy God 

settled for nothing less.  His grace made it possible, though, for our sins to get 

sentenced to eternal death and at the same time for you and me to be spared that 

punishment.  Our sin deserves death, and so our Savior gave his innocent life on 

the cross. 

“God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his 
blood.  He did this to demonstrate his justice …” (Ro 3:25, 26). 

And in Christ, there is no difference. 
One sin is not more damning than another, but all are forgiven. 

God’s love for me isn’t more certain when life is good or in doubt when 

life is bad, but his love is everlasting – love that sought my salvation before I was 

even born. 

It doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve done, nothing will change 

the fact Jesus lived in this unholy world to be your Righteousness and died under 

his Father’s wrath to be your Resurrection unto eternal life.  Every day of his life 

the Lord met the demands you and I can’t live up to and at a time of his choosing 

suffered the death we had every reason to expect.  That message is not another 

law to hang over our heads, as if Jesus is the example to follow to get to heaven, 

but is good news that wins over our hearts, to once and for all say good riddance 

to Satan’s lie that we don’t need God and to fully trust in the mercy and sacrifice, 
in the words and power, of God’s beloved and faithful Son. 

So also our faith, repentance, sanctified living – you and I don’t ever see 

any of it as the reason God accepts us, but as the miraculous result of his gracious 

working in us.  Whatever can be called good comes from God alone.  That’s the 

good confession we make with our lips and our lives. 

“This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe” (Ro 3:22). 

And so, there is nothing so good we will not say it about Jesus, who sees 

us as we are and calls you and me children of his heavenly Father. 
Amen. 

 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Php 4:6). 


