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Acts 2:1 – 21               8 June, 2014 

Pastor Arthur Faught 
“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven …” (Ac 2:14). 

Before the inquisitive looks, the naysayers, the throng of worshipers. 

We can’t know for sure whether the house, where the disciples gathered 

that morning, included the upper room, where Jesus celebrated his last Passover 
meal and instituted his Holy Supper fifty days before, or meant a meeting room at 

the temple. Such spaces within the temple complex were also called houses. Both 

locations would’ve had spiritual overtones.  Regardless, we do know the disciples 

stayed in Jerusalem just as Jesus had instructed. 

What more grand opening to the Christian Church, what more audacious 

setting than Zion, referred to and sung about from the days of David, than Moriah 

as the site of Abraham’s great sacrifice – not of his son Isaac but of the substitute 

ram God provided – could there have been?  During this second religious festival 

the Lord mandated through Moses, Jerusalem swelled with people – men, women 

and children numbering in the tens of thousands.  They came to worship the one, 

true God, whose blessing had provided the firstfruits of the spring harvest. 

When the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth stood up, God the Spirit began 
an extraordinary statement: Jesus is the Christ – the completion of prophecies, the 

certainty of salvation, the coming of God’s kingdom. 

“Then Peter stood up … raised his voice and addressed the crowd.” 
To enlighten the expectant faith, rebuke an abrasive mockery, fill the air 

with the gospel of God’s grace. 

Luke informs us that, when the Holy Spirit announced his arrival with a 

thunderous roar of wind and revealed his presence with tongues of fire, the group 

of disciples, likely the 120 mentioned in chapter one, “were sitting” (2:2).  Mid- 

morning on a religious holiday they were probably assembled for worship, maybe 

listening to a message by one of the apostles.  Perhaps, Peter?  Even before Jesus’ 

Passion the other disciples and believers recognized Peter as the main spokesman 
for the group – after Jesus, of course. 

Yet how Peter had changed!  Only two months before Peter could barely 

hold up before a recognizing glare of a servant girl in the high priest’s courtyard.  

Peter took the most desperate escape by raining down curses against himself if he 

had had any possible connection to or communication with Jesus: “May God deal 

with me, be it ever so severely, if …”  But now, on Pentecost, Peter stood up.  He 

spoke out.  Not behind locked or simply closed doors.  Not at all about himself. 

That day God the Spirit held up Peter along with the rest of the disciples 

as his true Pentecost miracle. I say miracle, because their bold witness came from 

God.  I say miracle, because the gospel they proclaimed brought others to faith in 

Jesus the Savior. 

This morning you and I try to relive that moment - of divine intrusion on 
humankind’s ordinary routine, of God’s power to persuade the coward, the critic, 

the complacent. We skip ahead and read: “Those who accepted his message were 

baptized and about three thousand were added to their number” (2:41). 

I don’t know about you but this doesn’t look like Pentecost to me! 

So … are we doing something wrong here? 

Have we wandered away from the ancient faith? 

Did we grow so comfortable with our own ways – in worship, outreach, 

ministry in general – that we don’t see, witness, the ways God blessed back then? 

Maybe you’ve asked those questions – or ones like them.  For me, I hear 
them, I’m aware of them, because not a few other churches, in this area, too, talk 

often enough never to forget about an apparent discrepancy between the powerful 

effects of the first Pentecost and the less-than-spectacular results of gospel work 

today in this or that congregation. (Name our own: Shepherd of the Hills.) In fact, 

the upcoming Mission Conference tomorrow I’ll attend will discuss, as one of the 

presentations, how many first-time visitors to the church become members.  (The 

email from Pastors Dan Olson and Tim Bourman, who serve Sure Foundation in 

Queens, New York, made it quite obvious with their two questions: How many in 

2013 visited your church for the first time as prospects? How many of those first-

time visitors joined your fellowship?) According to our monthly statistics we had  

eleven first-time guests last year, which included a friend you brought to worship 

but as far as I knew didn’t have a church home or wasn’t active in one and which 
included the seven persons, who attended on average two/three Sundays in a row 

or within a month’s time since we’ve met in this building from last July.  (Almost 

a year already!)  Of those eleven individuals – but, really, I focus on those seven 

because I personally visited them, spoke at some length, at least, with them about 

the gospel, about our faith and practice as a church – two joined as members. 

Praise the Lord for that spiritual harvest!  My word, praise the Lord that 

we could preach the gospel, welcome with friendship, offer our service to anyone 

who came here or whom we reached out to in whatever circumstance or setting! 

That any person – including you and me – believes the Word of God is a 

miracle only the Holy Spirit can work.  We dare never forget that.  Otherwise our 

story ends in self-righteousness and smugness or crippling doubt and desertion.  
Then again, if I don’t care one way or another, my faith simply wilts and dies. 

(The end result is the same but there are different ways for it to happen.) 

And yet you and I recognize there’s always room for self-evaluation, for 

gospel ministry improvement, whether we’re talking about ourselves individually 

as Christians or corporately as a congregation.  I hope you’re not satisfied with 2 

out of 7 – or technically 2 out of 11. Now, Shepherd of the Hills may have higher 

percentages in that statistic even with those numbers than other congregations in 

WELS.  (In our own North Atlantic District, 18 congregations out of 44 had zero 

adult confirmands last year, three more had only one, and nine more tied at two.)  

Do we congratulate ourselves then? Do we aim for two adult confirmands a year?  

Neither you nor I are going to hand the Holy Spirit our schedule and tell him he’s 

gotta follow it for gospel ministry to work effectively.  That’d be absurd, because 
God isn’t ordered around by anyone. But it’d be sinful, too, because we would be 

playing God and have convinced ourselves we could see any time what exactly a 

person’s soul needed and how best to meet that need – all factors of life involved! 
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That said, it isn’t a cop-out. We recognize once again our role: we serve 

the Lord, because we depend on the Lord for everything.  If you and I depend on 

God for salvation, why would we ever think he’d depend on us to save others? Of 

course God expects us as believers to bear witness to his truth by what we do and 

by what we say. That applies to all areas of gospel ministry, not just to outreach – 

no less to our day-to-day life as Christians. Yet while the Lord doesn’t depend on 
us to bring anyone to faith in him, the Lord does call each one of us to be faithful 

to his will and with the gifts he’s given us. 

Right there many will interpret “gifts” in a way I don’t mean here.  But I 

said it like that, because I’ve too often thought the same and it hindered me. 

Usually we’d understand “gifts” as the natural talents, developed skills, 

and/or spiritual ability, all of which a person receives from God.  (However, only 

those with faith in Christ receive spiritual ability, listed, for example, in Romans 

12 – we heard that list again at Eric Beachley’s installation as Treasurer a couple 

Sundays ago – because of the special relationship by his reconciling grace, for its 

use in his kingdom work and glory.) For our proper understanding, we may make 

a neat distinction here with “gifts” in that so far I’ve talked about gifts God gives 

you and me and then are part of us and we put them to use.  But we don’t always 
keep that distinction neat.  We tend to view what, in reality, we’ve received from 

God as a gift as our own and then we make it our identity, as if the gift belongs to 

us and we wouldn’t be anything else without it: not to ourselves, not to God.  We 

forget what a gift means, especially when it comes from God. 

I bring that up, not because it’s what I meant by “gifts” before, but since 

the same misunderstanding happens with God’s gifts.  Our sinful nature tries over 

and over to make the gospel about us.  Yes, we make plans for outreach.  Yes, we 

engage people in one-on-one conversations. But no matter how well all that goes, 

if we think it’s up to us, if we reduce evangelism to style or method, we ourselves 

get in the way of the Holy Spirit’s work.  We become a distraction to the persons 

we’re witnessing to.  The truth is sanctified living, in general, and gospel witness, 
in particular, rely on God’s gifts, which he gives to every Christian. 

Those gifts are the Word and sacraments.  The gospel of Christ. 

Look again Acts 2, the first eleven verses.  After God the Spirit attracted 

the crowd’s attention and descended onto the disciples and they walked out of the 

house and into the Jerusalem streets and were speaking intelligible languages but 

ones they hadn’t ever studied/spoke fluently – “utterly amazed, [people] asked: 

‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each 

of us hears them in his own native language? … we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues!’” (v7,8,11). For that day, that inauguration 

of the Christian Church, the Holy Spirit gifted that group of believers to do what 

they had no natural talent for; languages are learned, normally. God the Spirit by-

passed that completely.  Still, while that speaking in tongues amazed the crowd, 
while that spiritual endowment fulfilled its unique purpose as God intended, what 

could the crowd understand already? What did their souls latch onto for true life?  

Did you catch it?  “We hear them declaring the wonders of God.” 

The life and teaching and suffering and death and resurrection and ascen-

sion of Jesus – that’s all the disciples in this ecstatic state on Pentecost could talk 

about!  They didn’t need the Holy Spirit’s Pentecost blessing to talk about those 

things, because those things were their faith. They did need God to believe in and 

live by the gospel, for sure, for everyday.  But, not to oversimplify or downplay it 

and its significance on world history, on your life and mine, the disciples that day 
needed God the Spirit to enable them to get the Word out in a way that went be-

yond human ability, that happened as the Lord foretold – to, as always, shine the 

spotlight on him. 

Now, I’m not going to equate whenever you tell God’s truth to someone 

you’re having your own Pentecostal moment.  We don’t deny the Spirit’s special 

manifestation and act on Pentecost.  Still the point is: you and I show ourselves to 

be true spiritual descendants of those first Christians by doing what they did. 

We preach Christ. 

And to do that, you and I need only three things: God, his Word, and an 

audience of one or more.  The first two God has taken care of already.  The third 

God takes care of that too.  But as a sign of his approval of us, an encouragement 

for our faith to go into action, God involves us in his plans and puts opportunities 
in front of us. 

But what does it mean to be a witness of Christ? Are you gifted for it? Is 

it optional, if you don’t think it’s you?  (See, we start looking at God’s gifts from 

a worldly mindset and we can’t help but focus on ourselves.  God forgive us!) 

Ah, that’s what makes you and me the perfect witness of Christ!  We’ve 

been forgiven.  We’ve received mercy.  We have eternal life.  Just as our faith, all 

this is all God’s doing – and we get all the blessing now and forever. 

Don’t think the Lord Jesus can’t relate to people these days and so he’s 

left with us – the Son of God became human just like any one of us.  As the holy, 

all-knowing Lord he knows exactly where people are at and exactly what people 

need truly.  But if restoring the relationship with him is his goal, then Jesus won’t 
exclude us from his endeavor of grace to all people, but because of his grace will 

include us in it as persons who have and experience his love and forgiveness and 

faithfulness day after day! 

Who better could tell a friend who is stricken by grief over a loved one’s 

death than you, a believer, who may also know that pain but even more know our 

heavenly Father suffered that pain too when Jesus died to take away our sins, and 

promised us as he did to his Son resurrected life that leads to everlasting reunion. 

Who else would turn the guilty person’s life around after an incident of 

stealing (marital love, personal property, reputation; blessings are different, sin 

the same) than a Christian who wouldn’t rob a fellow sinner of God’s grace out of 

anger or distrust or hurt when our Savior taught us to pray: “Forgive us our sins, 

as we also forgive everyone who sins against us” (Lk 11:4).  The Lord doesn’t 
ever sweep our sins under the rug, but also doesn’t allow them to deny his love. 

Often when people talk outreach they quote Paul: “To the Jews I became 

like a Jew, to win the Jews … To those not having the law I became like one 
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not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 

Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I became 
weak, to win the weak …” (1 Cor 9:20 – 22).  They stress Paul’s willingness, his 

adaptability, his love for souls all because of Jesus and his grace and truth.  And I 

agree. Yet I wonder if Paul wasn’t talking about changing to the circumstances as 

much as he encouraged remembering who you are as a sinful person and more so 
remembering and living and enjoying who you are in Christ. In other words, Paul 

could relate to just about everybody, because he saw himself as an anybody.  Not 

a John Doe, but a person for whom Jesus came into the world to be like as human 

and to redeem by his righteousness as God. And there too: Jesus didn’t change as 

a person because of his incarnation – or his crucifixion or his resurrection for that 

matter.  Jesus is the Son of God, the Lord, the Messiah – from eternity to eternity. 

Out of love Jesus walked in our shoes. 

Being a witness of Jesus isn’t complicated, thankfully.  It’s simply being 

who you are … 

… a sinner whom the Father loves and forgives … 

… a disciple whom the Son calls and leads … 

… a believer whom the Spirit renews and transforms … 
God’s grace and truth – that’s our life. 

And that’s our witness. 

Amen. 

 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Php 4:6). 


