
 1

2 Corinthians 4:13 – 18              1 June, 2014 

Pastor Arthur Faught 
Get real. 

Where is the hard, scientific evidence to back up your claim(s)? 

Get real. 

How can you pretend your religious views unite and not divide? 
Get real. 

Why do you think what you believe is the only way to believe? 

… Get real. 

I do not hear that much anymore.  People have replaced that phrase with 

more colorful, more in-your-face responses.  But the attitude remains the same, if 

not more forceful, if not more prevalent these days. 

And while every group – any point of view people adhere to and gather 

around together – establishes and eventually, if not from the beginning, requires a 

submission to the thinking and teaching of that group, your confirmation, Becky, 

is the odd man out.  The world will say you have been indoctrinated, as if as your 

pastor I’ve enslaved your mind. Friends – I don’t doubt it already – may see clear 

differences between what they and you consider true, rely on as indisputable fact, 
and the struggle I’ve observed at those times may at first be how can you, a good 

friend of theirs, think that way? But the question, lingering in their minds past the 

initial shock, really wonders how did they not pick up on that difference earlier?  

(The younger you are the less it makes a difference maybe.) Then a test of friend-

ship becomes: can a friend overlook what you believe and still get along with you 

as before, or will your faith more and more trip up this friend until you two have 

a falling out? 

Yet the real question, Becky – let’s get real – all of us believers face and 

you, too, need to ask yourself repeatedly is: Does your faith depend on man – i.e., 

human interpretation, human institutions, human intelligence – or does your faith 

depend on God – i.e., his revelation, his salvation, his benediction? 
People frame the argument – the discussion if kept civil – almost always 

around what can you see.  You and another person, having this talk. (If it happens 

through texting or Facebook rather than face to face doesn’t matter to many since 

the interaction is still “live.”) Then, around what’s been proven by observation or 

experimentation or logic. (But people forget that all those avenues to comprehend 

and establish truth – fact – to greater or lesser degree still depend on humans who 

make mistakes, who don’t always pay attention, who are the constant variable in 

everything they put their minds and hands to!  I’m in no way denying that we can 

discover and know objective truth and fact; that in no way conflicts with Christian 

faith, because God is Creator and built order into his creation. And yet I reserve a 

healthy skepticism toward humanity for the simple fact I know myself.)  But see, 

that’s what the arguments people have inevitably come down to: oneself. 
People can passionately tell their belief, devoutly strive after an ideal, or 

defend their cause with self-sacrifice. They do so because they make it their own.  

And the world would say the same of us Christians, and to an extent we’d agree. 

Except for what the apostle Paul wrote: “For what is seen is temporary 

but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor 4:18b). 

We do ourselves a disfavor, when we witness our faith, if all we can talk 

about are our subjective feelings, our personal experience – or say something like 

I’ve come across in books and conversations: “Christ(ianity) makes sense to me.”  

Please, you can understand all that in a good way because people today pay more 
attention to what works for you than listen to you make your case, bullet point by 

bullet point, of why faith in Christ and the Bible is beyond reasonable doubt and, 

in fact, the most plausible belief out there.  Apologetics, testimonials have a place 

as we confess our faith to anyone.  But their glaring weakness remains you. Their 

validity doesn’t go beyond your name, your ability to persuade, your certainty of 

your experience. 

And even that can work against genuine faith: “So we fix our eyes not on 

what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor 4:18). 

But, Becky, this is the crux of it all: How are you and I going to confess 

what we ourselves cannot see – or hear or touch either? 

This is how the one true God separates faith in him from all the other so-
called faiths, religious or scientific, out there: he takes faith – the reasons to trust, 

the devotion to follow – totally out of our hands.  God confronts our sinful nature 

and calls it a liar to our face because sin wants to play God and make up the rules 

of acceptance and behavior that in the end only kill our bodies and souls. Because 

God is unseen, he bases faith in him on what is also unseen.  In other words, what 

cannot be subjected to our picking and prying apart; what cannot be denied out of 

hand because we apparently have higher standards of verification; what cannot be 

ignored simply because it doesn’t fit the current – latest fashionable – worldview.  

This isn’t about the proof God has indeed given, which you and I and anyone can 

handle and test and evaluate – though our sin nature often doesn’t apply the same 

standards or exam to ourselves!  God is dealing with people’s pride – the sinful 
arrogance that grows and goes out of control from sin’s ignorance.  About God.  

About his will.  About sin’s impact on the soul and body of every single person. 

The world wants to explore God’s creation – fine, enjoy the view.  Send 

a satellite into space and let it float till it disintegrates – or its batteries run out.  It 

won’t bring any of the billions of us closer to heaven, though.  A person demands 

a logical and coherent and irrefutable argument for the existence of God, let alone 

his authority over my life.  Well, the Word of God is the starting place, as well as 

the decisive conclusion and all you need to cover everything in between, whether 

you’re quoting actual passages or talking about any one of the many divine truths 

God has told us in it. But at the same time the question all people must answer is: 

in what position are they to pass such judgment in the first place? 

Get real. 
And frankly, the Lord already has – and it takes your breath away. “It is 

written: ‘I believe; therefore I have spoken.’  With that same spirit of faith we 

also believe and therefore speak because we know that the one who raised the 



 2

Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with 
you in his presence” (2 Cor 4:13, 14). 

Yes, admittedly – none of us here witnessed Jesus’ actual, physical-body 

resurrection from death on Easter. But neither did any of Jesus’ disciples – or any 

of Jesus’ detractors or the detachment of Roman soldiers at the tomb.  Come to 

think of it, I wouldn’t imagine any of the angels – holy or damned – would have 
seen Jesus resurrect himself from death because, while angels may be much more 

powerful than we are as fellow creatures, they don’t have the ability to be every-

where at once and always or to see through stone, let alone into the human heart, 

as the Lord can/does.  The only way an angel would have witnessed that glorious 

moment would’ve been if God had allowed it. But I can argue from Scripture that 

once the soldiers put the seal on the tomb’s entrance God kept everyone – I mean 

literally every living being – out of his Son’s tomb. The Savior had just sacrificed 

himself for sinners!  The tomb was about eternal love, almighty respect, heavenly 

honor for Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity! We don’t want anyone or thing 

to disturb the graves of our loved ones – but we are talking about the Son of God 

was buried.  Jesus suffered hell and death for us – because of our sin, because he 

wanted to redeem us, the world.  God wouldn’t have allowed any to mess with 
Jesus’ tomb. 

But we explore that to bring out this rock-solid truth I mentioned before:  

Jesus didn’t allow anyone to witness his actual resurrection - you and I follow the 

first disciples’ lead in calling Jesus risen after the fact - so that no one could mess 

with the basis of true faith.  It’s always the same: we believe in what is unseen all 

so that our faith in our God and Savior must remain in him alone – i.e. his act, his 

word, his life! 

And because Jesus is risen – the Savior lives! – our faith is also living. 

During your catechetical instruction, Becky (and anyone can come up to 

you and confirm this) you did not learn by rote recitation those truths you entrust 

your eternity with.  You spent time investigating the Bible; you read for yourself 
what God wants you – and us all – to know and believe for salvation and life.  Of 

course, I served as your teacher, as your guide, in our study of God’s Word. I will 

not deny my God-given role in your spiritual maturity; neither should your dad or 

mom. But you remember how class went: I asked you questions, I wanted to hear 

your answers, before I confirmed their accuracy to Scripture or corrected them – 

not often, I may add; that’s a blessing of understanding from God to you, realize 

– by returning first to that very Scripture.  So, if anyone wants proof of what you 

believe you won’t respond: Pastor Faught taught me this or that. You will answer 

with full confidence: This is what the Lord has said and done. 

Your faith is not dead orthodoxy or outdated paradigm or leftover super-

stition. Through study of his Word God himself has talked heart to heart with you 

and made you grow in faith, which will not stop until your last breath as you hold 
onto his truth all lifelong. And then, the true glory begins in heaven, which words 

just cannot describe – I can’t do any better than what God has already revealed! 

And so, your faith is living also in this sense: it’s your life. 

The world wants us Christians to get real. And in a way the world won’t 

grasp I wholeheartedly agree: let’s get real! 

Let’s take Jesus’ forgiveness seriously.  If Jesus has taken away the guilt 

and punishment I deserve for any one of my sins any given day, because Jesus is 

the righteousness God credits to me/because Jesus is the sacrifice God accepts for 

me, then I need to stop living as though my life revolves around sin.  I’m a sinner 
by birth and everyday, but that isn’t my identity.  I’m God’s forgiven child!  I’m 

his adopted heir for eternity because of his only-begotten Son, Jesus!  So, I don’t 

wallow in my guilt. I don’t go looking for the next sin either. And when I fall into 

sin, I don’t think the length of my confession or the intensity of my sorrow makes 

any difference to God and his forgiveness.  That doesn’t mean I stop comparing 

myself to God’s holy will and recognizing – and repenting – how far short I fall.  

But one of the great challenges you’ll face, Becky, as a Christian – and there are 

too many Christians out there who won’t help you with this but, unfortunately, 

will make it worse if you listen to them, because they don’t get the difference be-

tween law and gospel (the early lessons we had) – is you’ll be tempted constantly 

to look at yourself from your perspective and not from Jesus’.  From his law, that 

tells us we can’t escape God’s wrath as we are. But even more so from his gospel 
that assures you and me God’s made us into new creations; he’s given us now the 

Holy Spirit as his down deposit of victory that affects our today and forever.  The 

gospel of Christ tells us we have nothing to prove to ourselves, anyone else, even 

God, because salvation, forgiveness, faith, etc. – it all comes from him as grace. 

“It is written: ‘I believe; therefore I have spoken.’  With that same 

spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak because we know that the 

one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and 

present us with you in his presence.  All this is for your benefit, so that the 

grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to over-
flow to the glory of God” (2 Cor 4:13 – 15). 

So, let’s keep it real.  Let us as Christians take faith seriously, too. 
Jesus spoke clearly about this, while he himself was living, experiencing 

life in this sinful world he came to save and return people to God his Father.  He 

told his disciples: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow me” (Mk 8:31).  He said: “If the world hates you, 

keep in mind that it hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it would love 
you as its own” (Jn 15:18, 19). He even warned: “When the Son of Man comes, 

will he find faith on the earth?” (Lk 18:8).  But Jesus also said: “With man this 

is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God” (Mk 10:27).  

Jesus later assured his downtrodden apostle: “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 

Cor 12:9). And before he removed his visible presence Jesus promised: “Surely I 

am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Mt 28:20). 

You and I need to be able to look critically at our discipleship; we need 
to examine ourselves from God’s point of view, from the knowledge of Scripture.  

But see, even then, when we are harshest with ourselves because of our continual 
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failure to live up to our Father’s holy name – even then, our merciful and faithful 

and saving God is always in view.  He’s always the focus of our faith. 

“Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting 

away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all” (2 Cor 4:16, 17). 

I’m standing here preaching; you’re sitting there listening. But it doesn’t 

get any more real than this, Becky, truly!  Because contrary to worldly perception 

or people’s feelings or what have you, what’s going on here for you and me and 

everybody else – it’s about faith. 

Our faith isn’t about tangible proof or mathematical odds or practicality, 

but is about trust.  It’s about whom you trust.  Yet, it’s only one question: Do you 

trust God – or do you not trust God?  (God doesn’t put it any other way.) 

So this service, like any Sunday but especially for your confirmation, and 

your essay and my brief benediction – it’s all from and for God, who makes it all 

to the benefit and for the exercise of faith.  Yours and ours in Christ. 

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.” 
And that’s true, above all, about Jesus, whom any day now we will see 

face to face in pure joy and heavenly glory. 

The Lord confirm and keep you – and all his own – in that sure hope. 

Amen. 

 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 

so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 

(Ro 15:13). 


