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John 14:15 – 21             25 May, 2014 

Pastor Arthur Faught 
It stays with me wherever I go. 

It participates in whatever I do. 

It has become a part of me – so much so that I don’t even feel it, except 

when I take it off. 
This ring as a symbol of love and faithfulness. 

That’s one reason it’s a circle, you know.  Well, to be practical about it, 

it needs to be a hollowed-out circle, so that it fits around your finger and you can 

wear it. But the circular band also represents unity – or, to put it negatively, it has 

no break in it.  No disruption, but is endlessly one.  The shape of the ring reminds 

me that love is to continue to wrap around all thoughts, words, and actions in my 

marriage, to be the power that unifies everything under its motive and direction, 

so that who I am and what I do in my relationship to Betsy will leave her with no 

other impression than faithful love. 

But Betsy doesn’t get that from my ring.  She gets it from hers. 

How does the exchange of rings go?  For those of you who are married 

or who have ever witnessed a wedding ceremony, do you remember? 
The groom says to the bride, then bride to groom: “Receive this ring as a 

symbol of my love and faithfulness.” For the past 13 years I’ve been wearing the 

ring Betsy gave to me as a promise of her love and faithfulness.  If she wants to 

recall my pledge of love and faithfulness, then she looks at the ring on her hand. 

And that’s no minor detail. It’s one of the most profound demonstrations 

of love’s true nature – so simple, and yet it encompasses all its meaning. 

Love freely gives itself away and binds itself to another. 

Don’t miss the both/and there!  Otherwise, you don’t know what love is. 

Otherwise, love becomes a twisted version of itself. 

If you take away love’s freedom, it turns into a business transaction with 

all sorts of conditions and controls attached to it.  Something isn’t free, when you 
have to earn it, right?  We call that an obligation that requires specific fulfillment 

in order to enjoy the guaranteed benefit.  (Ya, it already doesn’t sound like love.)  

Now, someone might say that in marriage, e.g., both spouses have an obligation 

to be faithful to one another, and I would agree. Yet, with this understanding: that 

obligation isn’t forcing the person’s love to do something that it didn’t want to do 

on its own but the obligation to be faithful exists because love freely made that its 

promise, its way of life, to and for the sake of the other spouse. 

That brings up the other threat to love.  Love must have an object, since 

it is an action that seeks and works toward a goal.  People don’t say “I love” and 

just leave it at that.  We normally expect that sentence to go on, at least, one more 

word: “I love …” you, chocolate chip mint ice cream, days off – whatever it may 

be. But, when we’re talking about love in a marriage, one word is never supposed 
to end that sentence: “I love …” myself.  Even sounds weird, doesn’t it?  Love 

does not bind itself to itself, because love by definition attaches to someone or 

some-thing else other than itself.  Not that it never happens that people love 

themselves as the highest good and greatest fulfillment of their lives.  But we 

don’t use the word love to describe that.  We have other words to take love’s 

place, depending on the exact situation, such as selfishness or narcissism. 

For love to work it must do two things at the same time: 

Freely give itself away and bind itself to another. 

That’s the paradox of love that means anything and lasts anytime at all. 
And love is that way because love that means anything and lasts anytime 

at all, in reality, reflects God’s love. 

And so, what Jesus told his disciples the night before his love freely and 

fully gave itself away – to suffer humiliation and death on the cross the next day 

– should come as no surprise to us either but in fact what we’d have expected our 

Savior to say and you and I to already desire to do: 

“If you love me, you will obey what I command” (Jn 14:15). 

That, fellow believers, sums up our entire relationship with God – 

And it’s all from and about and for love! 

Now, you or I might have not thought about this verse or would prefer 

another passage to highlight our relationship with God – one that’s found more 

on the free-gift side of the spectrum, one that focuses on his love for us than ours 
for him.  I understand that – Who are we without his grace?  You and I are dead – 

soul, body, forever.  We simply wouldn’t exist!  God created us, after all.  We’re 

not on the same level here with God, but we depend on him and his love for … 

everything!  Why, then, we would look at or talk about our love for God? 

Well, can’t you see?  I read only the one verse, but you got your answer 

already – the Lord brings it up.  Our love for him matters to him, because Jesus 

wants this to be a personal and healthy relationship – “you love me,” he says.  

Because Jesus wants the object of our love – more than anything or -one else – to 

be him. Because love always expresses itself in words and actions – what’s in our 

hearts and minds about God is going to come out.  But, maybe, the main reason 

Jesus wants us to talk about our love for him today is that as God he understands 
better than we do how love truly works: it can’t help itself but think about and 

live for its object. And so, the Lord needs to talk about our love for him, precisely 

because that’s where our love should focus – on him! 

God is to be the one who fulfills our souls and whose words engross our 

minds and – How did we sing it in the psalm refrain? – the works of whose hands 

we don’t have enough time ever in the day to fully recount or appreciate but that 

doesn’t stop us from trying.  As many times as God has described the love that’s 

supposed to bind him and us inseparably together in terms that we know and, for 

many of us, experience in this life – the love of a husband and wife – you would 

think we’d talk about our faith and life in Christ as an on-going honeymoon … 

… when there’s nothing more certain in life than God’s love for me … 

… when no circumstance in life can take away my hope that God and I 
are here and will go & get through it together.  The bond Jesus was talking about: 

“On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and 
I am in you” (Jn 14:20). 
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One in heart and mind. 

One for life and eternity. 

That sounds like heaven, because it is!  It’s what heaven’s all about: the 

full revelation and exaltation of our relationship with the Lord God. 

So, why does Jesus put the closeness and blessing of a relationship with 

him in terms of authority?  “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 
Everyone chokes on that.  If my love is supposed to be free, what is the 

Lord doing ordering me to love him a certain way? Why can’t I love him the way 

I think best or am able to at the moment?  Or how free can my love really be, if it 

comes down to in the end what he commands – “or else”? For one thing again, he 

is the Lord, who gave you and me breath and life.  For us to ignore that truth only 

makes us miserable idiots who talk and walk around as if God. But those kinds of 

questions also reveal one of the many ways we have the wrong idea about love.  

It’s not about who I am or submitting to my thoughts, my wants, my feelings but 

about the other person.  Love doesn’t require you to be a certain kind of person 

for you to receive its help or its forgiveness. When our “love” works that way, we 

call it by a different name here too: favoritism. And so it doesn’t matter that Jesus 

is God, that he has every right to command me concerning every aspect of my 
life – such truths don’t make my love anything less – because love, for it to be 

love, only needs the object for which it fulfills its existence. 

And the ultimate object for our love is God. 

But our sinful nature never sees it that way because it’s always, each and 

every day, focused on itself.  Because sin, when it comes down to it, is the art and 

practice of being God yourself.  What’s hypocritical is that in sin we say and act 

out the thought that God shouldn’t determine, let alone demand, what our love is; 

we are our own people.  Yet, in that same breath you and I are telling God what 

our love should and is going to be, and that he’s got it wrong. 

This is also why we struggle to love.  Our sinful nature is a daily part of 

us and takes every opportune and on-hand moment to make the love we give and 
the love we receive self-serving.  You can’t expect it to do otherwise. And so, we 

change love’s definition to fit our feelings or needs now.  We withhold love from 

someone, because they don’t measure up to our expectations of who they should 

be and, more crucially, how they should treat us.  We quantify our love based on 

what we get in return. 

None of that, though, is love – certainly nothing like God’s love. 

And to see the difference, you and I need to ask a few, simple questions: 

What will God get in return for loving us?  Did God wait for the world to finally 

shape up, before he sent his Son?  Can his love change from one day to the next? 

You find all the answers in Jesus. 

He is Love. 

Take a closer look at Jesus on his cross. Watch Love do what Love does.  
Jesus didn’t insist on being free.  He bound himself.  He committed himself.  He 

tied heavy burdens, our sins, on his own back for our sake.  He kept the promise 

he made to show his love for us – a love that fully reconciles us to God, because 

it forever removes the sin that separates us from him.  Why did Jesus give his life 

for us?  Because it was his Father’s will?  Because it fulfilled Scripture?  Because 

we would have had no other Savior?  You can answer all those questions yes, but 

it wouldn’t mean you got it, because for us it’d be too tempting to look at Jesus’ 

life & death as his obligation to love and forgive us instead of as his opportunity 

to prove what has been true from before time began: 
“I have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jr 31:3)! 

With heaven always within our peripheral vision, we see what the Lord 

commands in the same way: a pledge of our love to joyfully prove itself genuine 

and true to him.  In fact, you and I welcome his holy commands, because without 

fail his words reveal the truth of what love is and what love looks like in action; 

they mirror the perfect image of Jesus’ faithful love for us.  To make this possible 

Jesus has extended to us the same promise he once spoke to his disciples: “And I 

will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you 
forever – the Spirit of truth” (Jn 14:16).  Our Savior has not left us on our own 

to figure it all out.  He recognizes the danger that our sinful nature can easily get 

the upper-hand in our hearts. But more than that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

proves yet again that God’s love is for real: How much closer could he get to us 
than by being with and living in you and me? 

Oneness, fellow believers, oneness is the goal of God’s love. 

That God’s love and will more and more become our own. 

That the more we know and live by his love the more we recognize and 

act on the impulses his love creates to show itself through us. 

That the more God’s love reflects itself in our lives the more it becomes 

a part of us and the way we want to live. 

And the cycle continues in endless spiritual growth … 

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves 

me.  He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and 
show myself to him” (Jn 14:21). 

It’s not with a ring but by his resurrection that the Lord proved to us his 

undying love. 

Show your Love by Staying true to the Lord! 

Amen. 

 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 

so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 

(Ro 15:13). 


