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1 Peter 1:17 – 21               4 May, 2014 
 

Yesterday I walked to the shelves and saw a sea of pink and red. 
You can’t do anything else but step forward, reach out and start reading. 
How many would it take?  Would it be sentimental or humorous?  Could 

you find one that you liked, that would mean more than your signature at bottom? 
I find that it’s hit or miss each year with Mother’s Day cards. 
Usually, I search through the humorous section, because there’s enough 

seriousness in life that I don’t want to mail more of it in a card.  Besides, if I want 
to say something serious, I figure that it’s best to come from my pen and not from 
someone else’s.  But that’s just me. 

The problem though with funny cards is that they don’t really say much.  
They get a smile or even a chuckle.  But is it because the card depicts a situation 
anyone would find funny or because the person who receives it can relate and the 
memories flood in?  But a laugh is a laugh, right, if that’s all you’re going for? 

But I’m not laughing, unless it’s from disbelief – You got to be kidding! 
– when I turn the card over and see the price.  Choose a card that plays a recorded 
song, which are taking over more and more space on the shelves, and $5.99 will 
be the minimum.  But this can work the other way, too.  Do you feel guilty, if the 
cost is too low – say, 99¢ or thereabouts?  At that price you’re looking at money-
holder cards or ones that are blank inside.  Not necessarily bad, but for Mother’s 
Day I can’t separate the cost of the card from the value I place on my mom, as if 
the one reflects the other: the higher the price, the better the love.  Silly, I know.  
My mother isn’t going to turn over the card and check out the dollar number as a 
comparison to how well I remember all the ways she took care of me throughout 
my childhood: “Oh, son … $1.39 doesn’t even come close to covering all those 
diaper changes.” 

Yet you can’t really go wrong in choosing a Mother’s Day card, because 
most of them recount those everyday ways moms love their families.  You know, 
the card puts into a poem a selection of the responsibilities – e.g., laundry, meals, 
help with homework, band-aiding boo-boos – and on the last page pops up with 
3D effect a final line of praise and appreciation. Of course, the danger you face in 
purchasing that kind of card is whether or not such praise and appreciation come 
out of your mouth during the rest of the year.  Or do you give the impression you 
take her for granted, except for this annual memorial? 

After all, we’re talking about only a card here. 
Still, I found the pretty good card for Mother’s Day this year that sums 

up in a few words my relationship with my mom.  She’ll enjoy it, I think.  On the 
front you read a job description: “Pay is short. Hours are long.  Its’ a 24/7 kind of 
job. Retirement isn’t an option.”  Even now, thirteen years after I left the nest for 
good, she’ll ask in statement form once a while that I’m not overdoing it with my 
free weights, that I’m doing good money-wise, that we’re all healthy. 

No, I haven’t forgotten the ways my mom has showed her love for me. 
Those memories last between us, and make a $3.99 card priceless. 

And I’m convinced that you and I need to look at the Bible that way. 
It’s full of God’s memories, everything he has done in and for this world 

and, even though it’s written down on paper–sometimes so thin you have trouble 
turning the pages – it has more meaning for you and me and our lives throughout 
our lifetime than we could ever find or come up with on our own. 

The Bible isn’t a book that should sit on the shelf. The Bible isn’t meant 
to be cracked open only once and never to be used again, let alone to be tossed 
away.  What Peter wrote, e.g., came as a letter addressed to Christians who lived 
all across Asia Minor in first century A.D., but the truths it contains are timeless, 
because really it’s God’s letter addressed to all his children where- and whenever 
they may be. 

Every time you or I open and read the Bible God’s sending us a message 
that reminds us of the personal relationship we have with him as our Father, that 
bridges the gap between heaven and earth and tells us he hasn’t forgotten, he still 
takes care of us, we mean much more to him than you or I often believe or rightly 
deserve. 

Do you appreciate all that his love has done for you? 
The way we show our appreciation is by the way we live.  Our lives are 

our Thank you card to God that express what his love means to us, because what 
you do reveals what’s in your heart.  The apostle described it in this way: “Since 

you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives 
as strangers here in reverent fear” (1 Pe 1:17). 

Do you hear the love? 
How about in the particular words “judges … impartially … fear”? 
We don’t normally associate such words with love, do we? Those words 

conjure up a completely different picture – one we don’t like to look at whenever 
avoidable – because they don’t communicate a sense of closeness or happiness to 
us. Instead those words bring to mind what happens when we get into trouble and 
what follows is not going to be pleasant.  But this just goes to show how badly 
sin has affected our hearts and minds that the mention of judgment and fear along 
with calling God our Father puts us in a frame of mind that can only think of his 
punitive discipline, which he does – it might be hard to believe – out of nothing 
but love for you and me. 

But Peter wasn’t going in that direction.  He included the words “judges, 
impartially, and fear” obviously, but they’re supposed to bring you and me closer 
to God, not push us farther away.  Because we are supposed to live irrespective to 
what others think and do, not to what God wills and does.  Peter talked about us 
living here as strangers, as if we are foreign, unable to understand what the world 
says about truth and life; as if we don’t fit in to its culture, which revolves around 
the material and the temporary and the self.  We’re not supposed to assimilate to 
the mindsets or the lifestyles of this sinful world but are to stay separate, so that 
the way we speak and act makes a clear distinction about who we are by faith, so 
that what we believe doesn’t come across as hypothetical or irrelevant but as “the 

way and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6).  Yet, there’s always going to be a pull 
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from within and from without to become ever more friendly and at ease with the 
world.  What happens, though, as that takes place – first in our hearts, then in our 
lives – is we become estranged from God.  We won’t stay in touch with him by 
meditating on his Word or by speaking to him in our prayers.  Opportunities to 
worship and fellowship as the family of God lose their value and priority. Finally, 
we can’t see a worthwhile reason or beneficial difference for living as a Christian 
and soon after no one else will be able to, either, about us. 

“Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 Jn 2:15). 

God doesn’t want to be a stranger to us.  He wants you and me to be his 
family. Did you notice that the apostle John also called God Father in that verse?  
Father is the way God desires to relate to us, and he truly can because of the way 
he showed his love through his Son, Jesus.  Going back to Peter: 

“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or 

gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you 

from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect” (1 Pe 1:18, 19). 

The Lord is no stranger to us. 
God’s Son came into this world not with heavenly glory that frightened 

anybody to the ground but with the fragileness and lowliness of an infant whose 
first night in his world was spent sleeping on hay. And for the next thirty years he 
lived and grew like any other boy, any other youth, any other man – so complete 
was his identity with us that people mistook him for just another guy, though his 
words and behavior always gave him away as someone who was not affected by 
sin’s corruption or curse. 

Jesus became our Savior who put his feet in and walked in our shoes by 
taking on our very nature of body and soul. 

Yet, our relationship with God wasn’t reconciled until God’s Son looked 
out and took in his own private view of the world from the appalling platform of 
a first century crucifixion.  For this reason, too, he came, that he might do the one 
thing he could not do in heaven.  He came to die for our sin and by his holy and 
precious blood save us from a life without God. 

Jesus knows what it means to be here and to be us. 
Do you and I know what it means to be here and to live in him? 
Of course we do!  That’s the priceless worth of God’s Word. There is no 

substitute!  Because the Bible makes God’s gracious love for us tangible – we 
hear it in the promises he’s made; we see it in the life he lived and in the death he 
died from Matthew 1 to John 21.  But the Word of God also enables us to feel 
God’s love by giving power to the sacrament to bring us forgiveness and ensure 
our eternal hope in Christ. 

We like to send cards (or emails or text messages) to let people know we 
were thinking about them.  The Bible is God’s way at this time of letting you and 
me know he had our salvation all planned out and accomplished it all on his own, 
and what that means for us now and forever.  It’s an everlasting relationship that 

begins in our lifetime by being reborn in baptism and that expresses itself in the 
way we live as children of God. 

Love that never dies – God’s grace – is our life’s reason. 
Hope that awaits heaven as our home is our life’s meaning. 
Faith that follows his lead – his voice in Scripture – is our life’s purpose. 
This sums up our life in Christ, because all who we are and all what we 

do come from and belong to and end in him, the Resurrection. 
You and I – our lives matter, because Jesus lives! 
“He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in 

these last times for your sake.  Through him you believe in God, who raised 

him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God” 
(1 Pe 1:20, 21). 

Remember and rejoice in what you have today … 

A Lasting Relationship with your Redeemer Lord! 

Amen. 
 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 

so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 

(Ro 15:13). 


