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1 Peter 1:3 – 9            27 April, 2014 
 

You realize, don’t you, that the celebration has only just begun? 

That here and now, simply, the gathering of the many guests is going on 

– the invitations are being sent out, the responses accounted for? 

I know, I know though … after last Sunday’s delicious breakfast and the 
festive service – after all last week’s preparations from room set up to preaching 

sermons (and how can you forget all the other odds ‘n’ ends in any given week at 

work and home, a list of repeating responsibilities) – I got home, changed clothes, 

sat down, and sighed.  Somewhat exhausted.  Somewhat relieved.  Somewhat just 

plain ol’ happy.  Like the way I heard from, told to, brothers in gospel ministry – 

in our North Atlantic District, to be precise, because last week I needed to finally 

get around to and get done my Nominating Committee task of finding and asking 

guys if they’d be willing to serve in this or that district-level position – we all felt 

the same: Easter was a lot of fun, and it was good to be done. 

Though anyone could point out you and I are far from done.  Easter was 

the big event to showcase the resurrection.  And now, as members of Shepherd of 

the Hills, as members of God’s eternal kingdom, we go out with this good news.  
(You notice that in the Gospel accounts about Easter: whether the angels or Jesus 

or, at last, the women said it, they all told somebody – or bodys [plural, people] – 

to go. “Go and tell the disciples.” “Go to Galilee.” And eventually “[Go, because] 

“I am sending you” [Jn 20:21] Jesus said that Easter evening.) And so, our work 

as Christians has only just begun! Or more like it, continues on unfinished on this 

side of the eternal divide. 

And, enough about me, how did your week go? Or, I could ask, how did 

you spend the rest of your day on Easter?  Did you go out to eat for lunch or later 

for dinner?  Did you, by chance, visit with family or friends?  Did you relax most 

of the time at home or get to those chores that always wait for your so-called time 

off on weekends? 
Obviously, you know, and I don’t really need to.  My point is: how soon 

our lives get back to normal, even with gospel ministry. We’re back at it. We had 

our celebration Easter Sunday, our spiritual rest. Now it’s work in all areas of our 

lives.  Now we put our shoulder to the grindstone, again, if we ever did stop. 

To speak frankly, after an Easter or Christmas sermon every year – well, 

boy, I’d say most sermons anytime of the year – afterward I feel like that sermon 

was the last one I got in me.  It’s great, especially after Holy Week and Easter, to 

think I had a week to write another sermon for this morning, instead of preparing 

three sermons in four days.  But, you know how it goes: you just get done with a 

big project that took a lot out of you and you know – it’s staring you in the face; 

you walk by certain objects that remind you it’s coming, that you can’t put it off 

for very long – another round is waiting to get your attention.  And I know I have 
so much more to learn from the Bible, so much more growth is waiting to happen. 

But it’s easy to let the difficulty of the work, the demands on your focus 

and skills and endurance, let the daily repetition, the sometimes – or oftentimes – 

dismal results, take away the value, rob you of the joy, embitter your faith and, 

tragically in the end, lose the reason and the reward of what God calls good – it’s 

so easy to do that, isn’t it?  That’s not just with sermons, by any means!  It’s with 

raising kids, having a job, going to school, getting along with others.  I mean, it’s 

with living – the whole package, especially those times we don’t enjoy so much 

because we suffer!  I’m talking about the neglect, the disrespect, the doubts, the 
hardships, and closest to the heart: the denial of what we believe based on the 

Bible – none of the suffering ever really goes away in this world.  We have times 

of reprieve or one kind of suffering takes the place of another or we get to a point 

of numbness where certain things don’t bother us anymore – it takes too much 

out of us to deal with it; we just fatalistically accept it – that’s the way things are 

nowadays; or we have given up hope – it saps us just to get through today … find 

meaning for going through this once more against natural instincts – by which I 

mean how our sinful nature influences our most basic thoughts/notions ultimately 

to our own harm. 

I don’t know: so much in this sinful world works against faith and life in 

Christ.  It is so easy, as I said, for us to turn what is truly good and joyful into an 

excuse for complaint, for giving up – the very opposite of Easter’s message. 
And Peter – he knew personally, he felt deeply, those “facts of life”…so 

much so, he sat in the same place as doubting Thomas: Peter wept bitterly, feared 

only a locked door stood in between life and death, doubted the witness of Jesus’ 

resurrection, saw the neatly-folded burial cloths in the tomb yet still “wonder[ed] 

to himself what had happened” (Lk 24:12) – so, what’s Peter’s cure for being 

down in the dumps, before we throw our hands up? What insightful wisdom from 

personal experience does Peter give us?  What word(s) does he want you and me 

to remember most at those times of frustration or desperation? Well, Peter gets to 

it in his first letter, right after – it’s the very first word after – his brief greeting to 

fellow believers: “Praise” (!). 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” (1:3). 
But this isn’t reverse psychology. Peter isn’t advocating either shrugging 

off your troubles, ignoring the doubts, finding a silver lining every time.  No, no, 

no, no … that doesn’t cut it.  Behavior like that may work for a time, but it won’t 

last forever. And it would hurt, not help, you and me because it’d deny the reality 

of the situation, so we couldn’t honestly deal with it.  Because it’d ignore the true 

source, real problem, causing all these consequences.  Because most significantly 

it’d keep hidden from you and me the truth God has revealed in Jesus. The reason 

to praise God again, to worship God this morning (and everyday), not in spite of 

but in view of and during and till the end of the troubles of our sin and the testing 

of our faith, is uniquely and wonderfully and emphatically: Jesus lives. 

(I know I said the same thing at the end of last week’s sermon – because 

it’s the truth that redeems our souls from sin and our sufferings as good.) 
And Peter is not at all looking at worship as subjective experience, as if 

how you feel after you leave matters most, but as objective truth that matters for 

you and all throughout your life no matter how you feel or what you want or you 
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go through.  Worship is but one aspect of our lives as Christians – one activity we 

do, which can have many, varied expressions, for sure.  But praise, what worship 

is in its essence and expression, sees its reasons and shouts with joy because of 

who God is and what God has done. 

You and I have come to church, again, after another week of the same 

old same old at home and work and school – at living day after day, for how long 
now? – because our life is rooted in the resurrection of Christ. 

Jesus died, and he came back to life! 

You understand what I’m getting at?  Jesus resurrected the body he had 

before, when he died; Jesus told Thomas: “Put your finger here; see my hands.  

Reach out your hand and put it into my side” (Jn 20:27).  Jesus glorified his 

body, but it was still the same soul and body he was born with.  He didn’t chuck 

his physical identity aside on Easter – nor what all his life and death, experienced 

and endured and enjoyed with that soul and body, meant as our Savior (!).  Jesus’ 

life counted, you see, all the good and bad and ugly – i.e., the righteousness Jesus 

lived and the temptations/trials Jesus fought and the suffering/loss – of his life, of 

his relationship with God his Father, on the cross – Jesus embraced out of love for 

the world. 
To put it another way, Jesus wouldn’t have traded any of it for the world, 

which was exactly the devil’s third temptation up front, at the beginning of Jesus’ 

public ministry as Messiah, if you recall: “‘All this I will give you,’ [the devil] 

said, ‘if you will bow down and worship me’” (Mt 4:9).  It was an easy way out, 

the devil offered, though he had no such authority.  But Satan did have the ability 

to make Jesus’ suffering less in this world, as far as Satan would’ve directly con-

tributed to it.  And there’s the lie (of many in Satan’s offer): a little less suffering 

in this life is worth the eternal cost in the next. 

Peter learned what suffering really comes once you believe that lie. 

Easter told him – and the world – the living truth! 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power 

until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials” (1 Pe 1:3 – 6). 

Like the rest of the disciples Peter had run away from fear and suffering, 

had locked himself behind the false security of God’s love equals no sorrow/pain 

in life (certainly not that God loves to cause pain but he does have a more blessed 

goal for our life than the absence of all suffering, though heaven is described just 

that way).  Like the rest of the disciples Peter, more than once, slammed the door 

on the truth that God’s love comes at a cost – but not in a way we naturally think.  
At first, we’d understand that to mean: God wants something from me, before he 

loves me.  No, that isn’t at all the grace the Spirit proclaims in Scripture!  Instead, 

God tells us, because he’s shown us, God loves us from eternity for everlastingly 

– us sinners – because his own Son suffered the spiritual and physical and eternal 

consequences of our sin from his birth to his death.  God loves us, as he’s always 

wanted and willed, because of Jesus; there’s no cost to us we have to pay for his 

love (period).  (It’s why we call God’s love grace – a gift beyond comprehension 

and comparison.) At the same time, “God’s love comes at a cost” also means that 

his love doesn’t leave any room for sinful desires and attitudes and priorities and 
lifestyles, nothing in life to get in the way of or threaten this relationship with the 

Lord God. Rightly so, God can state that we are his, similar to the way a husband 

and wife commit to each other in marriage to love and be faithful.  (Frankly, God 

can bring up we owe him our lives, our very selves, as our Creator. But he doesn’t 

make that a point too often, except when we’re acting in senseless ways not even 

animals do against the Creator!)  This is why we also refer to God’s love as holy, 

because his love is pure, is all-encompassing. And the kind of love God shows us 

he also wills us to show him, as we are, as the crown of his creation. 

Problem: with his holy image lost, with the self-centeredness of a sinful 

nature, that doesn’t happen as it should.  Jesus has already provided the one, only 

solution necessary: his atoning sacrifice, which brings us forgiveness of our sins, 

reconciliation with God. Yet, the statement “God’s love comes a cost” doesn’t go 
away; it just means something the sinful nature in us hates to its core: never again 

are we listen to it or live according to it.  But because the sinful nature is so much 

a part of us now, such self-denial feels like we’re hurting, killing, ourselves.  And 

much of the suffering we go through is that: the sinful nature denying the truth of 

grace, refusing to love God and love like God but magnifying its own love as the 

highest good. 

We suffer – people suffer – because by nature we all lack godly love. 

Yet in his grace, in his mercy, God also allows you and me as Christians 

to suffer to help us love like him. Peter writes: “These [trials] have come so that 

your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined 

by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 Pe 1:7). 

Our sinful nature uses suffering to tempt us to look inward for strength, 

that isn’t really there, or arouse self-pity – anything to keep our eyes off of God.  

The Lord uses suffering, yes, at first to make you and me recognize our weakness 

and dependency but always with his will we then turn to him, we pray to him, we 

trust his love for us, all of which acknowledges this blessed fellowship with God!  

It’s objective proof God gives that he’s kept his Word of reconciliation! But what 

else God does through suffering is gives our love of and faith in him a chance to 

love and trust God like our Lord Jesus did.  The godly love and faith we have are 

gifts from God (of course!) and he wants us to enjoy them for what they are: true 

life that’s living – i.e., the pulse of God’s love circulating in us, making us alive! 

Same soul and body yet risen life that transforms our lives into works of 
God. Same person we are yet reborn identity that finds strength, purpose in God’s 

grace. Same heart and mind but renewed will that brings God’s will into focus on 

everything we think and say and do. 
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Yet through suffering during this lifetime – not in eternity, when heaven 

and earth once again experience the raw power of God Most Holy and reflect his 

image in all their forms and facets forevermore – we get to taste, albeit in a pale 

comparison but nevertheless true, the selflessness and goodness and perseverance 

of God’s love towards you and me. 

This is what the Lord Jesus did for our sake. 
In what we endure in Jesus’ name by faith in him, we’re reminded of his 

desire to be with us – he came down from heaven – and for us to be at home with 

him, even in this life. “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls” (1 Pe 1:8, 9). 

What is the daily life of a Christian with all the sins and forgiveness, the 

ups and downs, the trials and hopes?  It is to … 

Continue to Rejoice in Christ’s Resurrection! 

Amen. 

 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 

so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 

(Ro 15:13). 


